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ii THE PREFACE. 

some light on the dark veil of allegory under which its 
primary argument is usually supposed to be concealed. 
The Poem itself comes to us in the form of a moral 
fable, illustrative of the danger of pride ; but an idea has 
been started by an ingenious ivriter, that, under this 
ostensible character, there lay concealed an invective 
against the person and government of James the Second 
of Scotland. ** The length -and nature of this Poem," 
says Mr Pinkerton, ^ founded on a trite fable, and the 
long panegyrick on the House of Douglas, convinced me 
that ^ more was meant than meets the ear ;' and the 
lines (in Stanza lxxvi.) 

' We cum pure, we gang pure^ bath Kino and Comon ; 
Bot THOw rewU the richtoiiss, thy obownb sail ourere/ 

certify the idea that the Hbwlat is no other than the 
King James II. — a prince little deserving such a satire/'^ 
Such a hypothesis may be thought too plausible to be 
entirely rejected ; yet, if such a design did really exist, it 
was probably nothing more than a subordinate object 
of the author. But even this admission may perhaps ap- 



^ Pinkerton's Sootish Poem8> &c Vol. I. p. xxix* Tbe reader will observe^ 
that the reading of thy crowne in these lines is not warranted by either of the 
old manuscript copies. 
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pear too great to an attentive reader of the poeniy— 
which is dated firom Temoway, the seat of the Earls of 
Moray ; and which we are told was composed to please 
the Countess of Moray, dowit or wedded to a Douglas : — 

'^ ThoB for ane Dow of Dunbar drew I this dyte, 
Dowit with ane Dowglas, and baith war thai dowis/** 

The lady here meant is Maigr Dunbar, who, in or before 
the year 1447, brought that Earldom to her husband, 
Archibald Douglas, third son of James, seventh Earl of 
Douglas. — Sut in order more fully to comprehend the 
tendency of the fable^ as well as to fix the precise time 
when it was written, it will be necessary to advert in a 
more particular manner to the History of the old Dou- 
glas days. 

Subsequent to the period when the reins of government 
were assumed by James II., that house, already the most 
potent in the k^gdoM, l»d ^cd^d . great .L«.n of 
power through the influence which William, eighth Earl 
of Douglas, possessed over the councils and affections of 
the youthfiil monarch* Sy his means, the younger 
branches of the family were raised to considerable dig- 
nities : for, as the excellent old historian of their race 

' Stansa LXXVII. lines 1 and 2. 
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says of him, ^^ he was as kind and forward to advance 
his friends, as he had been to quell his enemies/' One 
of his brothers, Hugh, was created Earl of Ormond ; an- 
other of them, John, received the title of Lord of Bal- 
veny ; whilst a third, Archibald, as already has been men- 
tioned, obtained in marriage the daughter of James 
Dunbar, Earl of Moray, who had died without male 
issue ; by which alliance, he procured the right and 
title to that earldom. This, it may be added, he obtained 
through his brother's influence, to the prejudice of James, 
second Lord Crichton, who, previous to the father's 
death, had been espoused to the elder daughter. But 
soon after the marriage of James II. with Mary of 
Gueldres, in 1449, the favour and power of Douglas be- 
gan sensibly to fail ; till at length, partly in consequence 
of repeated acts of tyranny and oppression, joined to the 
representations of his enemies during his absence abroad, 
the King's affections were entirely alienated from him ; 
and it was deemed prudent to endeavour, by all possible 
means, to curb his exorbitant power and influence. This 
object was conceived to be the more urgent, inasmuch 
as the confederacy which Douglas had entered into with 
the Earls of Crawford, Boss, and some other of the Scot- 
ish nobles, for their mutual protection, was sufficient to 
alarm the monarch for his own safety, and the security 
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of the kingdom. — ^But the fate of the Earl of Douglas, 
who, in February 1452, was stabbed by the King's own 
hand, is well known, and need hardly be recapitulated.^ 
William was succeeded in the earldom by his second 
brother. Sir James, Master of Douglas, who had been 
educated for the church ; and who, along with the Earl 
of Ormond, and several other friends and relatives, had 
accompanied Douglas to the town of Stirling. They 
immediately rose up in arms to revenge such an atro- 
cious act ; and, in contempt of the royal authority, they 
dragged the safe-conduct which Douglas had received, 
through the streets, * at the tail of an iU-favoured spit- 
tk'jade^ or mare ;^ speaking * richt sclanderjully" of the 



^ On the Monday before Fastrens-eFen^ Slst February^ Douglas haying re- 
ceived a safe-conduct under the Great Seal^ subscribed by all the Lords who at 
that time were with the King^ by which they pledged themselFes, " that ^upjM^ the 
King wald brek the bandforsaid, thai thai sM let it at thair power," he was pre- 
vailed on to visit the Courts then held at the Castle of Stirling. '' And this samyn 
Monunday, (in the words of a contemporaneoiis writer,) he passit to the castell, 
and spak with the King, that tuke richt wele with him be apperans, and callit 
him on the mome to the dyner and to the supper, and he come and dynit and 
sowpit. And thai said, thar was a band betwiz the said Erll of Dowglas, and the 
Erll of Ros, and the Erll of Craufurd. And efter supper, at sevyne houris, the 
King then beand in the inner chalmer and the said erll, he chargit him to breke 
the forsaid band. He said he mycht nocht, nor wald nocht. Than the King said, 
Fals tratour, sen yow will nocht I sail, and stert sodanly till him with ane knyf, 
and straik him in at the coler, and down in the body. And thai sayd that Pa- 
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King, and all that were implicated in the Earl's death. 
After this, having collected their force, they burnt the 
town of Stirling, and continued to excite great commo- 
tions in the southern parts of Scotland : — ^but at length 
James — ^who had most anxiously endeavoured, in a Par- 
liament convened for the express object, to vindicate 
himself from the charge of treachery, and the violation 
of publick faith, — ^partly by strenuous as well as lenient 
measures, succeeded in inducing them to return to their 
allegiance/ 

There seems but little reason to doubt that the How- 
lax was composed in the course of the year 145S, du- 
ring this interval of reconciliation. The author, in a 
long digression, gives a particular description of the 
green^tree of Douglas, with its armorial bearings ; and 
the manner in which he speaks of its four branches^ 
shews that he certainly means James, ninth Earl of 



trik Gray straik him nixt the King, with ane poll ax on the hed, and straik out 
his harnes. And syne the gentillts that war with the King, gaf thaim ilkane 
a straik or twa with knyffis."— CArontcfe of James II. KingqfSoois, 4to^ p. 46. 
•^PuUiahed from Aaioan's Manuscript by Thomas Thomson, Esq. 

The reader may compare this account with the narratiTe of the excellent old 
historian of the fionUy, David Hume of Oodscroft, whose work ought to be fiet- 
miUar to every one who feek interested in the ancient annals of our country. 

^ Pinkerton's History, vol. I. p. SSa 
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Douglas, and his three brothers, Archibald, Earl of Mo* 
ray ; Hugh, Earl of Ormond ; and John, Lord of Bal* 
veny, who are, indeed, specially mentioned by name. 
— From this circumstance, it is evident, that, had the 
composition of the poem taken place immediately sub- 
sequent to the death of Earl William in 1452, we 
might at least' have expected to find some allusion to 
an event which struck at the very root of all the gran- 
deur and power of that house. The mere representa- 
tion of the King, under the degrading form of an owl, 
complaining to the other birds of his deformity, would, 
at that time^ be altogether insufficient to express the 
sentiments which the adherents of Douglas entertained 
of their Monarch ; although it might well enough serve 
to dimly shadow forth their feelings, when more caution 
and reserve, on their part, was necessary in any allusion 
to the King's person. But however this may be, no pos- 
sible doubt can be entertained but that the Howlat 
must be dated previous, at least, to the battle of Arkin- 
holm, in Dumfries-shire, which took place in May 1455 : 
for, on that occasion, the Douglases having again ap- 
peared in open rebellion, Archibald, Earl of Moray, hus- 
band of the lady to whom the poem is addressed, was 
slain ; mid his brother, Hugh, Earl of Ormond, taken 
prisoner and executed. In the following month, the 



viii THE PREFACE. 

whole family of Douglas was attainted, and forced into 
exile. Well might Lyndsay, alluding to their fate, ex- 
claim, 



€< 



Quhare bene the douchtie Erlis of Dowglas^ 
Quhillds royallie^ into this regioun rang P 
For&lt and slane ! quhat neidith mair process^ 
Dame Curia thame dulfullie down thrang/'^ 



Of the personal history of the author, whose name was 
Holland, no kind of information has been discovered. 
We are even left in ignorance of his christian name ; but 
the poem carries with it the most convincing proof that 
he was a strenuous adherent of the noble and powerful 
family of Douglas. The simame of Holland is, how- 
ever, so uncommon, and the coincidence of situation and 
attachment so remarkable, as almost to place it beyond 
suspicion that the author of the Howlat may have been 
the Sir Richard Holland, whose name occurs in an Act 
of Parliament, March 1483; in which a reward is offer- 
ed for the apprehension of those cummyn of gentill blude^ 



* Lyndsay's Works, vol. I. p. 319- " Dame Curia," says Mr Chalmers, " is 
an allegorical personage of Lyndsay's creation ; and frequently brought forward 
by him. She guided the destinies of the court, and is frequently employed in hurl- 
ing down courtiers from their eminence/' 
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who were followers of the exiled Earl of Douglas.^ But 
from the manner in which our author is mentioned by 
Dunbar, and by Sir David Lyndsay, along with the other 
Scotish makarsy or poets, whom they commemorate, we 
may readily infer, that he was esteemed as a writer of some 
distinction ; and Lyndsay, who connects his name with 
those of Merser, Henry son, and three other of their con- 
temporaries, says with emphasis :— 

" Thocbt they be deid, tliair libellis bene llrand, 
Qubilkis to reberse, makis reidaris to rejoise/' 



® This 18 an act '' for resisting and staynching of the tressoun of the traitour, 
James of Doaglaoe, quhilk is now cummyng to the bordouris." Besides the re* 
ward (tferedj as aboTe-mentioned^ there is a free remission to others who should 
forsake Douglas and come orer to the King ; but from this act of gracoj Hol- 
land is specially excepted. This clause of the act is in the following words :— - 

*^ Except the personis that pleses his hienes to except^ That is to say, the tra* 
tottrisj Jamis of Douglace, Alexander Jarding, Schir Richard Holland^ and 
Maister Patrick Halyborton^ priestis^ and vther sic like tratouris that ar swome 
InglismeUj and remanys in Ingland/'— ^cif of the ParUamerUs of Scotland^ to\ 
II. p. isg. 

From this we leam^ (supposing the person named to be our author,) that he 
was a priest, to whom the title of Schir in those days was given, and from whence 
originated the usual designation of their being the Pope's Knights. Thus Lynd- 
say says. 



<( 



The pare priest thinkis he gettis na richt, 
Be he nocht atitit like an knieht, 
And ca]]it Schir, before his name ; 
As Schir Tliomas, and Schir Williwne/* 

b 
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No Other of Holland's libellis, or writings, has reach- 
ed our times, except the Howlat, which was first print- 
ed in the year 1792,^ from the copy preserved in Banna- 
tyne's Manuscript, (written in 1568 ;) but the editor ap- 
pears to have been singularly unfortunate in a transcri- 
ber ; numerous passages which were of themselves suf- 
ficiently obscure, having been rendered absolutely un- 
intelligible. The text of the present edition is taken 
firom a transcript made some years ago, but since, very 
carefully collated with the more ancient copy, contained 
in a valuable manuscript^ in the Auchinleck Library, which 
appears to have been compiled in the earlier part of the 
sixteenth century, (about the year 1515,) by one John 
Asloan, or Sloane ; and which, in every respect^ in so far 
as the Howlat is concerned, is indisputably superior to 
the other. The various readings afforded by a careful 
collation of these two manuscripts, (the only copies known 
to be extant,) are not of much importance ; but such 
of them as seemed worth noticing, will be found in the 
Appendix, together with a few Notes, illustrative of the 
poem. 

As the reader may be gratified to see a facsimile of 
the ancient manuscript, which has been followed, a few 



7 In the Appendix subjoined to Pinkerton's Collection of Scolish Poems, re* 
printed from scarce editions, London^ 179^^ 3 toIs. post 8fo. 
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lines are accordingly given from the end of the poem, to 
which is subjoined, the autograph of the transcriber.® 







It may be proper, however, before e3q>re8sing any sen* 
timents as to the poetical merit of the Howlat, to give 
a brief summary of the fable,^ for the benefit of those 
readers who may not be very conversant with writings so 

^ This, as well as the other ornaments in the volume^ were executed by Mr 
Lizars ; that on the title-page being taken from a very deyer design by Charles 
Kirkpatrick Sharpe> Esq., for which, and for many similar faTours, I owe my 
best and most grateful acknowledgments. 

. ' In the following summary, much unnecessary trouble has been saved, in 
availing myself of an elaborate analysis of this poem, by the late Alexander 
Thomson, Esq. — ^kindly communicated to me byDr Robert Anderson, from the 
collections of his lamented friend, which were intended for a History of Scotish 
> Poetry ; but in which no considerable progress seems to have been made. 
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antiquated and obscure. They will, by this means, be 
better enabled to judge for themselves respecting the 
notions which some people have entertained of its sati- 
rical tendency ; particularly, should any one^ anxious to 
vindicate the character of the Scotidi Monarch, propose 
the question, 

'^ Hare you heard the argument ? Is there no offence in't ?" 



The poet walks out at the soft season of the year, and, 
sitting down by the side of a river, (of the pleasures of 
which place, he declines giving any particular descrip- 
tion, in order to avoid prolixity, having, as he says, Twe- 
kle matter in meter to gloss) — ^he hears a piteous lamen- 
tation, uttered by an owl in a holly tree, who was look- 
ing with horror at his own visage in the water. The Owl 
resolves to appeal to the Pope of Birds, in the hopes, 
that, through the prayers and intercession of his holi- 
ness. Dame Nature may be prevailed upon to alter his ap- 
pearance, and to schape him a schand bird. Accordingly, 
he comes to the Peacock, who is Pope, and falling reve- 
rently on his knees, receives his braid benesoun or bene- 
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diction. The Pope having heard.his complaint, and con- 
sidering it a weighty afiair, directs his secretary, the Tur- 
tlcj to summon a general council ; and the Swallow, as 
both herald and messenger, is dispatched on this errand. 
The different birds belonging to the Spiritual estate as- 
semble, and the ecclesiastical dignities allotted to each 
of them are described. The council proceeds to de- 
liberate on the case ; but a variety of opinions being ex- 
pressed, it is thought preferable to defer coming to any 
decision, until the concurrence of the State Temporal is 
obtained. The Swallow is again sent off with letters, 
and finds the Eagle^ or Emperor, in the Tower of Baby- 
lon, who graciously receives the message, and summon- 
ing his train of attendants, immediately sets out with 
them on their journey. They speedily arrive in Europe, 
and reach the forest in which the general convocation is 
held. The Emperor's attendants are then enumerated 
by the poet, among whom we find the Woodpecker, as 
pursuivant, bearing his arms, and those of the King of 
France, and the King of Scotland. Next to the arms of 
Scotland, are those of the Douglasses, who are designa- 
ted by our author as the weir^tvall^ or bulwark of their 
country ; and, it is easy to see by the manner in which 
he speaks of them, the strength of his attachment to 
that family. The stanzas descriptive of their noble an- 
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cestor, who was chosen by Robert the Bruce, when on 
his death-bed, to carry his heart to the Holy Land, are 
very animated. After this romantick episode, he pro- 
ceeds to describe the blazons of the other branches of 
the family ; but with all his minuteness, the author is 
afraid he has not said enough ; and more than once re- 
fers the readers to professed heralds, to tell them the hailL 
Returning then to the fable, the temporal birds are 
welcomed by the Prelates, and kindly invited to dinner 
by the Pope. They are arranged at table by the Falcon, 
who is marshall : the Stork being appointed steward du- 
ring flesh-time ; and the Soland-GkK)se during the season 
of Lent, for this special reason, that from the firmament 
he could ^wg* thefische deid. In the midst of the ban- 
quet, the Thrush, and some other birds, as minstrels, en- 
ter, and sing a hymn to the Virgin Mary ; which is fol- 
lowed by a curious list of musical instruments. The 
Jay, in the capacity of a juggler, is next introduced, who 
exhibits several wonderful exploits. He is succeeded by 
the Rook, in the character of a bard from Ireland^ who 
begins to repeat an absurd rhapsody of the genealogy of 
the Irish Kings ; for which, and some other of his false- 
hoods, he is sharply rebuked But his continued inso- 
lence and loquacity is checked by the entrance of the 
Lapwing and the Cuckoo, as two Jlt/rand fools, who seize 
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on him, and pull him by the hair, and defile him so, that, 
to use the author's expressive words, 

'' The bard smaddit lyke a smaik smorit in a smedy." 

After which, the two fools, to the great amusement of 
the company, fall by the ears, and abuse each other. — ^At 
length the council proceed to business, and the request 
contained in the OwPs petition is readily granted. They 
offer up their prayers to Dame Nature, who descends, 
and, willingly acceding to their united desires, bids each 
of the birds lend the Owl one of its feathers, which she 
engages to join together before her departure. This be- 
ing done, the fortunate petitioner is suddenly changed 
from his despised shape, and becomes the fairest bird in 
all Scotland ; the transition, however, having the effect 
also of changing his behaviour to extreme haughtiness 
and arrogance, which at length become so intolerable, 
that the birds apply again to Nature for redress. She 
grants it, with the same condescension as formerly ; and 
the Owl, thus despoiled of all his borrowed plumage, 
and reduced to his original despised and deformed con- 
dition, gives vent to his feelings in several exceUent mo- 
ral reflections on the dangerous effects of pride. The au- 
thor concludes with mentioning the cause of his writing 
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the poem, and the place where the adventure is said to 
have occurred. 

Such is a brief outline of this fable, of the poetical me* 
rits of which, there can be but one opinion.^^ Although 

^^ The foUowing is the opinion of an ing^iious writer^ already named^ with re- 
gard to Holland's merits as a poet :^ 

" To the character of an original inyentor^" Mr Thomson says^ '' the author 
of the Haulate has bat a alen^ claim ; lor besides having taken the story of his 
poem from the fable of the Jackdaw with borrowed feathers^ he is indebted to 
Chaucer's Assemble of Foules, for some of its principal decorations* The cata* 
logue of birds, and the personification of Nature, are, both* of them, imitations of 
Chaucer ; but the farmer is inferi<n', in every respect, to the characteristic 
sketches of his master ; and the latter is so little suited to the situation in which 
it stands, as clearly shews it to have been an exotic, transplanted from a much 
more poetical soil* 

*' Drayton has a poem entitled the Owl; but there is no similarity between 
it and the Hanlate, either in the subject, or the manner of treating it. But the 
want of propriety in this poem is a blemiah sdU greater than that of (udginality. 
Nothing in composition can be more absurd, than the custom of investing birds 
and beasts with dignities ecclesiastical and civil ; and putting dialogues into their 
mouths, upon moral, religious, or political topics. Perhaps, however, the candid 
reader may be inclined to think this more excusable in a writer of the fifteenth 
century, when he recollects that the very same impropriety was committed by the 
author of the Hind and Panther, almost at the dose of the seventeenth. 

'* The adaption oiMr Pinkerion's hypothesis would furnish us with a still more 
striking coincidence (or rather contrast) between HoOand and Drgdau The in- 
tention of the former in writmg the Houlate, was to depreciate James II. of Scoi» 
land: to extoU James IL of England, and recommend his religion, was that of 
the latter. But the discoyery of this allegorical meaning gives no fresh merit to 
the Scottisk poem, as the satire in the one is equally unjust, and equally culpa- 
ble, with the panegyric in the other."—- 3f& Critique on the Howlat, p. 16, &c. 
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the details are occasionally amuaing, it is still confessed- 
ly a dull performance, exhibiting, neither in conception 
nm* execution, any extraordinary degree of poetical ta^- 
lent But dull as the poem generally may be, there is 
a redeeming beauty in the episode of James, Lord of 
Douglas ; and it might be difficult to point out any si- 
milar passage in our cAd poetical writers, in which ani- 
mated description is combined with so much tenderness 
and feding. Moreover, the poem is remarkable for its 
language, no less than for its versification, in the struc* 
ture of which, it bears a marked resemblance to some of 
the more ancient of our metrical romances ; although the 
style is neither so difficult nor so obscure as that of 60- 
lagrus and Gawane, or of Baulf Coilyear, the romances 
more especially alluded to. If, after what has been 
stated^ any reader is inclined to believe that this poem 
contains a covert satire on James II., with regard to 
his ambitious dispositions, he must at least concede, 
that the satire is not of the most pungent and caustick 
nature. But such a notion really derives little, if any, 
support from the poem itself, in which we can find no 
direct allusions either to the personal character of the 
Ein^ or to the state of Scotland in his reign ; nor does 
the situation of James, at any period of his life, accord 
with that implied by the adoption of such an hypothe- 
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sis. Besides, the idea of the author's having made use of 
an allegorical fable for any such purpose, might be con- 
troverted on the grounds, that at that early period our 
writers had not resorted to such a mode of composition : 
they had^ in fact, no experience of the power and exten- 
sive influence of political satire, which belongs to a much 
more advanced and polished state of society. On the 
whole, we mayconclude with observing, that the author 
has displayed considerable ingenuity and descriptive 
power, and has preserved several curious sketches of the 
manners of the time ; and that although the poem of 
The Howl at is in some measure obscured by the unfor- 
tunate preference which has been given to the allitera- 
tive style that prevailed so much in our ancient poetical 
literature, it must nevertheless be always regarded as one 
of the most singularly curious productions of the age to 
which it belongs. 



Edinburgh, Octoler 1823. 
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Since the foregoing Preface was written, the Editor 
has been kindly favoured with the following communi- 
cation from Sir Walter Scott, which he is happy to 
have it in his power to present to the reader ; and which 
probably will satisfy most people on the point at issue : — 

«' After the opinions entertained and expressed on 
the subject by great antiquaries, it may seem bold to 
doubt whether the Howlat contains any political allu- 
sion either to James II., or to the state of Scotland ; or, 
indeed, whether it means any thing more than a mere 
apologue, with such a fanciful adaptation of the charac* 
teristicks and peculiarities of the various tribes of birds 
to the classes of mankind, as has been made in our own 
time in the witty and ingenious poem called ^^ The 
Peacock at Home,'^ — ^the authoress of which, we will ven- 
ture to say, never heard of Sir Richard Holland, or read 
a word of his Howlat, though the pieces bear a singu- 
lar resemblance to each other. Another satire of the 
same kind appeared at Paris, about the beginning of the 
Revolution, in which the various orders of Catholic clergy 
are ludicrously classified, as birds, according to the sys- 
tem of 
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^^ The Strong argument by whidi alone the general opi* 
nion has been hitherto supported, is, that the author, an 
avowed Mend and eulogist of the great House of Dou- 
glas, must necessarily be an enemy of the reigning fami- 
ly, and wiUing to depress or insult the character of 
James II., as the enemy of his friends and patrons. To 
this we allow its fiill weight ; and if we could find in the 
piece, from beginning to end, any thing pecuUarly allu- 
sive to the person of James II., or the events of his reign, 
we are ready to admit, that, arguing a priori^ we should 
be apt to recognize such allusion as a libel on that prince, 
and as being a very natural appendage or corollary to 
a paneg3nric on the House of Douglas. If the poem had 
satirized pride or violence in oppression and abusion of 
power, as such faults would have corresponded with the 
charges which the Douglas faction had brought against 
the King : Or, suppose that James had been a Polish 
mcmarch, called to the throne by the sufirages of the 
nobles over whom he is afterwards accused of tyranni- 
zing, the parable of the Howlat in his borrowed feathers 
would have been applicable, and the catastrophe of the 
apologue would have conveyed a striking inuendo. But 
James II. came to a hereditary throne in the ordinary 
course of succession ; and owed his sovereignty neither 
to the compassion and patronage of the " Pape," nor to 
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any special surrender of privileges on the part of the 
nobles. His authority was native to him, and he held 
the kingdom on the same terms on which his nobles held 
their estates, as the lawful owner of the throne of his 
ancestors. Indeed, it is particularly worthy of notice, 
that when the author mentions the King of Scotland 
distinctly, and by name, it is in his character of an inde- 
pendent and hereditary sovereign, giving the lie to his 
own satire, if we are to understand that he elsewhere 
likened James II. to the Owl in borrowed feathers. 

' Our soTenme of Scotland, 
Quhilk sail be lord and ledar-— 
Our braid Britaine all quhar^ 
As Sanct Margaretis air/ 

If it be alleged that this description is introduced mere- 
ly as a device to conceal his satire, and screen the au- 
thor from consequences, it may be replied, Firsty That in 
or about the year 1458, a friend of the House of Douglas, 
writing in the forest of Temoway, at a time when general 
publication was out of the question, would probably have 
had little cause to dread the vengeance of his Sovereign. 
Secondly^ That unless there be points of satirical resem- 
blance which the lapse of ages may have obscured, it 
would never answer the purpose of a satirist to cover his 
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meaning so Entirely, that when his production is read 
from one end to the other, no point of resemblance oc- 
curs between his libel and its object, which might not 
be equally applicable to any King and people of the pe- 
riod. It would be idle to express a positive opinion on 
a subject obscured by the mist of so many ages ; but 
until some coincidence is shewn, stronger than any which 
we are able to perceive betwixt the fable of the Howlat 
and the History of James II., we cannot but think it 
equally probable, that instead of writing a satire, Hol- 
land amused his leisure at Ternoway by compiling a 
poetical apologue, upon a plan used not only by Chaucer, 
but by many of the French minstrels, without any view 
whatever to local or national politics. The praises of the 
Douglasses are introduced in an inartificial manner ; but 
such digressions are not uncommon in the authors of a 
rude age. The hymn to the virgin (Stanza lvi.) is just 
such an effiision of episodical devotion, as the panegyric 
on the Douglasses is a burst of Mendly enthusiasm. Nay, 
the very circumstance, that they are brought forward 
without parable, or without disguise, seems to make 
against the opinion that there is a political allegory in the 
rest of the poem Had the Douglas been introduced as 
the eagle or falcon, there would have been better reason 
to suppose that the Eang was sketched under the cha- 
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racter of the Howlat. On the whole, judging from the 
tenor of the poem and all that we know of the history 
of the period, we can only sum up with the remark, that 
if Holland be actually a satirist, he has been one of the 
most cautious that ever wrote verse, since it is so hard 
to discover in what his satire consists ; or, in other words, 
he has hidden his meaning so completely, that it is im- 
possible for a modem author distinctly to apprehend 
it/* 



The following passage from Henry the old Scotish 
Minstrel, — the most romantick of all our ancient writers, 
had escaped my recollection when I was engaged in 
drawing up the foregoing preface ; but it is not too late 
to be brought forward as a corroborative proof of what 
is so clearly and satisfactorily stated in the above com- 
munication. There is to be found in it a most dis- 
tinct reference to the poem of the Howlat, which is 
regarded as nothing more than a moral fable. This is the 
more curious, as it is contained in a work supposed to 
have been written about the year 1470, by one^ who, if 
not personally acquainted with our author, was at least 
his contemporary. The lines occur in that part of the 
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minstrel's narrative, where he describes the contention 
whidi took place before the battle of Falkirk, when Sir 
WiUiam Wallace refused to 3deld up his accustomed 
post of honour, at the time that Stewart of Bute insisted 
on leading the vanguard of the army. Stewart upon this 
upbraids Wallace for pride, and addressing our valourous 
sad immortal champion, says, ^ by thee I tell a tale." 

'^ ' Say furth/ quoth he, ' off the farrest ybe can.' 

Wnhappyly his taill thus he began :— 

' Wallace,' he said, ' thow takis the mekill cur ; 

So FEBYT IT, BE W7RKYNO OFF NaTUB, 

How A HOWLAT GOMPLENB OF HIS FBTHBBAMB, 

QuHiLii Dbym Natub tuk off ilk bybd, but BLAMB, 

A FATB FBTHYB, AND TO THB HoWLAT OAIFF ; 

Than hb thbouch pbtd bbbotttt all the layff. 
Quhar off suld thow thi senyhe echaw so he ? 
Thow thinkis nan her at suld thi fidow be. 
This makis it» thow art ded with our men. 
Had we our awiD, thin war bot few to ken/ 

At thir wordis gud Wallace brynt as fyr : 

Our haistely he ansuerd him in ire, 

' Thow leid,' he said, ' the suth full oft has ben, 

Thar, and I baid, quhar thow durst nocht be seyn 

Contrar enemys, na mar, for Scotlandis rycht 

Than dar the Howlat quhen that the day is brycht.' " 



Wallaobj-— BT Hbnbt ths Minstbbl^— £«il« X 130, 4*c. 



Cite ifiufce of tite Hotolat 



}|eit beggnnte 
Cbe iSttfie of tbe l^otolat. 




B tSit m^titi^ of 0|9ei|», at mon», em 3( metit, 

C^t^ioe m^ttd maxkit on mom, tin a stmt meiti, 

Clie bemeit U|^t|«& tt &(e Cto tSie fim tUmty 

C^at all bi:i4itnst alioiit tjyr fiotOoutitf on fitetti : 

SQf t^ alb^n fttcbed of aft Qiat mat in ecti Imt 

Clie CdWtf flttdft, ati^ £ttt Gill of fair^ ; 

9o Colt toatf t^e USbun ow ^ttesane tioime (intt> 

C^toto tjie 8i;ra&le gift of ^ tfod^, 

C^at all toatf amicable otm; t^ aft; atiti tfie 0:0 : 

C|iu0« tfitoio tSift diftiis (b drfr* 

SQitfioutftt (anoioe ot feft» 

% tattit tin atie VMwit, Cfiat t^aO^ aqnpecti* 



C^ vUtit ISinAt tiovn tm, fntt tdUtig w mU 
Clitfitne ane fotefi on Com, t^at fai% iD80 fate ; 
an tbe 6tasi]S of t|e ^m bait btanc^itf a6uf , 
anb ftittan fA^tUtd of Ue, on bloflbmefi bait ; 
C|e lanti lotone toatf anti le, tnitg I^&injr and Inf , 
anti Cot to lentie &$ tgat laf fie, tgoclit me imx, 
T^ttmxa t^at tj^it ftattttf in ^tittxUi tom tmU 
jpcanCxnti anO sivttn?eanti> It ^tdt anD f» if«it : 
CM Cut-in folate, ftbetl^ anb Cute, 
Content of t^ fait fietli, 
^eble mail; of tge mitt^, 
aiif fA^ of t^e bittfi Cfiat t^e scounti &nte. 

3130* 

C|e frixtU tffot t^ ffcomOi buve tnajs fttoiotiin on &teitii0, 
(DQit^ SitiS 0a|)e a0 tge s^Ui, anti 0tane0 of 0C8ce, 
^en^js and metiic^ne fbv mennijs an neitiitf i 
lt)e^ to ^evt, and to ^t, lieilfun it toad* 
QlnMt t^e Citfcin folat tgit fimontjs (ieitiid 
CQae nndli &e tiame JBatut, ttiat no&le mafite0 ; 
^ot an tb«c namen to neu^n ad not»> it noegt neiti in, 
3t tnac iitolirt and lang, and lentfiint of iiiace, 
and 3 ^ane mefcle matft in metft to glojs, 
fl)f ane nottiit (imtence 
and toaike ist m; elo^nencti 
C^atfot in data t»in 3 ^enjs Cot^eyui^otf. 



iDff tfi9t ]ntqio0 in t^e place, ht pcgmf nt tfie Oa^, 

3 ^^ attf jfttom ttgjg^i ioi^ ant yuv ntant, 

^algit in Untomi t^at taiA^ ttmt^ Ck^> 

dOa {0 me, imtUUtin t^itf ioai^, tniUbme of tvane, 

^Hft nuAt nnmi^ng In mimti tjian 3 m^n^ map, 

Wialgit teut|i(!UI^ totli in a wi>t vane i 

Df tSiat tnXjf on foUi, 31 &n in affi»|>, 

iQitav tfiat nos0 in nefi 3 nec^it in ane 

3 firtoe ane ^iolat, in ^aifi, tmdit ane ^I^, 

ILukand tge lai&e tfttatoe, 

ilntk fiitn ftiis atone CcfiaOotoe* 

9t ttie qu^lfc ^ ttmtU gi^oioe, 9n^ mai^ goiolime* 

|{>e 0tat si^^C^ 0i^m, tmb 08if a s^ |otoIe, 
C^eranO anO c!i$tianti tpit^ cfindicfie efieit : 
Ctttlis itf m|9 far, qnotl tie fple, faflbnit (ta (intle, 
Q^ fonne anti m^ fetfierem^ onftelp, but feit i 
^ neb i0 net^ecit a0 a nok, 31 >ni &ot ane ^le ; 
90aniii natot in tfie nicfit, 3 ioalk in to ioeii; i 
3 tiare tio noclit on t^ (ap, bot titoniie ad a Ooole, 
lSo4it tot Ccfiame of m|9 Utnqft in |ievt till apiieii; : 
CIrutf an t^ic fotolitf , (in; m|> filtfi, ^ me at feiti, 
C^at be 3 ii^pne in t^ac fic^, 
Co Ittke out on tiap licfit, 
^um ioia me imlfttll^ tiidit, ^um^pngmetotieio. 



%ium Mtb ioiU ft9S ^ m? laiktt atUi fome tniU me hgtt, 
^tttn Htdiie me HaUU Crocne, fmn f fti;|mi at m^ e i 
31 ft be m? (icliatwtoe m$ (c^tq^e liati ttie to^te : 
iCm^m M 31 blame in tjiid btetd, a fi|>%n tfiat 3I &e, 
31$ nane fiot dame iQattti; 31 Utt mtfit to n^te, 
CiQ ' atmft ' of t|it0 taf ft, in taft t^at 3I tie i 
TBtt Qtt^a &R mak me ane mtnhUi of liiv toott^ a mste> 
C[iat t^utf ^atf maf ti on tfie motti ane monftont of me : 
3 toil! 9fjg^ to tfie Pe^, anti ihhs tiU ^m (lane i 
iFot ^iSffgin tfiat ^itf ^al^nace, 
C^^toto ntvj^tt ma|^ i^t^aee, 
Co tetotme m$ fbttle face, 9nt» t|an toat 3 fane* 

eia3[* 

iTa^e toaUi 31 to?te> quotji t^e f^ft, ov 31 ttttt^ fute, 
Ctnga i]S fiitie( of ad tottft> ifoStmt and (tq^e ; 
Clat Ui tbt pUUmt IPaeolt, ]wedou0 and intte, 
Confiant and itivkl^k tmdee ^ tier eaqie, 
f0S^ttltf atf tfie manec itf, manOoet and mitce, 
%(frtoude in ^ ftliene tneidi ftliand in Uia ft^, 
6ad in ^ ftnutitnd^ ftbetl^ and fnce, 
31 toin 00 to t^at sud« i^ state foi; to txttp* 
Df t^at doutde % dia0 &Ij»t^ and bade to dejiald, 
C|e l^oioftt m^Wi in lo^ee, 
IRafftit dnder t^e 1^0, 
Co t^e IPacoke of j^ce, C[iat tous ipape eald* 



daid 9ue Slab;, be t^ titd 31 am tft^t tad 
SFm to &(^aI0 ?out M^nen, ov m? tale MS ; 
31 mai? tio4it fitll^ to ft low; finutitnti (iid* 
Clie ]Pa|^ tn^ie 3 tolit, of tvovGcSiiiie t^ tofU, 

C^at |e Ciiift Qietiel? ^ke attH ^« tiotiit to Q^* 

31 tome to Qiefc, quotli t^e liitHt,iti to tfftciM, 

€tu|i$ 3 am Covmed & Cotole, 

9^ to ?olot and to ?oUiIe, 

90 an |oi;rttIe fl>M>, IHIgfiim out all* 

3 am net^edt ane iDfoIlt^it be Batut. 

l^kat a fule ttftm a fotole in fignt and fate ; 

TB^Ijm oC an bftdi0 tftat cuet bod|^ bnte, 

(DQItlootin eaint ot tt^nsu kend in t^itf taft : 

31 ^ue iq^inlit to font iiteGmte, jfudnxa and jmt, 

9(ki0 Iiel^e to tin ^aift at ^ont lai^etf, 

Cliat |e ioald tvg ttgen Ctis, tfiat an M to ntt, 

Co CclKqie me a (icliand died to a Ctjiott ^ace ; 

9nd till acat0 JSatnt, tfyta to no na^ ; 

CM* tSitotD ?out lai^netf, mag ?< 

^a&e a Mv Conle of me, 

S>t elle0 dtedle0 31 de e>t mime end dap< 



TBot Sfftm JSatui; to iiltjnie, it in ^tcttiU i 

3 cant tio4it (lis Qttiaitel^r, (ta me Ctfft firtf , 

IBot 31 (isn tan m^ tavbinattitf anti m^ toutiM, 

PtMmfdi an( ytqi^rtfjs oC Irvft tlie laff i 

C^a|» fidbe tmblit full (in», t^at ttioto tttiXL* 

1^ (alUt 011 ^ nt&icttla( ioitdin |i0 (rniclaif , 

C^at t»a0 1^ iico^et ]^e 3a?( inontie in ^0 tqn^talr $ 

IBati fttiti fot |i0 (itcvftar, aiOi ^i]S ftle Cme, 

C^at tons t^e Cttttottt tanttO, 

Sttmt, faltSiGtU, atOi fall, 

C^ Pe^e commattitft but ^nr, to intsH in all lantii]!, 
IBe t^e fiiiO (itctetar, t^at t^e drle |em|»t, 
iTot an fiatfti oC fcM t^at tontirr Cdfi ftaiUtf 0, 
Co Cmt&le to W fummontilil, atl ft iotle Cmt^t 
Clie tcdoe Cttctottt M tane iolt^ tgr t^t^M 0, 
Done Oeiolle ^n Det, atf tge tieft tiem^ i 
l^ne M^t ftnti t^e (ettedtf fn to ttiv lanM^ 
CQitd tlie ^tuanotoe, (ta fio^ in fecial eic9i;emit 
C|e Payitf ^attatti, at yo^t in to titeCmt, 
iTot tit i0 CottliDact to fle, 
9nO a$ toiU ^aue entce, 
3[n |ou0 anil in ^d ^e, Co teU tuia entent* 



IXttliat fulO 3 ttU on|> mali; of t^v matedtl, 
ISot ttflv lovtif &ei|>f tjie JMitciti ftatf tanr» 

C^an ftitfii t^ tot 61^, mms futaCcg^jt, 
^tatliitf t^t (ttt.0ci»fiiii0 t^at saittot to gam* 
taxi tSie 0atf0 oe tfie Mvk out o€ firia O^cftf, 
9nti 31 ftUnot |oto tUbt tiotv t^ tianujflfti isne, 
qyoio tfiai zfniicUto t|i» l^ape, ma ifc$fimt tfialm ajft 
iFait f ovtatUi atiti fre, , 

Znh manlj^fte atf t^oc^t me, 3(n ttq^trtiitf oC ^9ap« 

911 1^ In ^^, 80 3 tneiit, in a motn^ns. 
Come font jraCamMtf fitU Udt in tjie fic0t ftont, 
l^eCmt tfiam an ^attiatbiit in tUM ajqiecins, 
IBen^ng of obeaiente, ana bl^ in tSie fttont : 
9 toUege of (8(tii»aiiigi tome f^ne In a 1^, 
C^at toai; CcannijS of t|mti, gif %xit!bt con^t i 
SDitft tea liattljt on [lea, in liaile tak^nninn 
flDff tfiat aei( aictnite, ioit^ tootCcli^ ng toont : 
C^ii; ai; fotoiitf of ef&tt, bnt feOons ot ftia, 
%]^tituale in an tfting, 
Leile in t^ letting, 
diacGn; in aignite aigne, Ciiai^ ante to tfiac aeia* 



^t entntratiti fbt 0ai»e to tliat telr tn^», 

3ln Quli^tr i»c8ti0 otta^ti i «! 3 «fi|it inifi»e 

C^ tSiai torn UCc^q^ Ui0t 3( IdmuI t|ie bl2>t||8C ; 

^talbl( atiti fMHttB&t ttiHitt atiti tcttof « 

flDflrfctoe tQOttii0, foU tDg»0, ati^ tooctl^ tftai ioav : 

C^at ioatf ]^2»0ti0, and Pavtdkitf, atUi Pintnatftf ^tietoe* 

90 abbotfft of an octioutiit tjiat ^omucaUftm $ 

%^t %n ^atol0 ioat ntos&ijSt tlie 6la& anti tge Qttli^tr, 

Clie ^ottlr t»a]S a gt^titat, 

C|r ^ttevtSibafc a iirnerar, 

Ws^ 9cat^ a fiC(fi0 fiiiti0att 9nt) t^at a |wi%to* 

]patf;^j?e t|if( l^itiiiafDitf, am Cot fittotcfn, 

SDft( tlat ]iatt^ la&f tf0 iitrfimt t^am t^at i 

|{)etottni0 fontm^latif , dmf (j^adtcotttitf, 

^itb taffijAX littMiS on ^ti, anfe dit^itig of fiait, 

9^ (in»tpfull 8it& fiiti at fute liniff mft {iom^, 

2)080 tteitrt (titi (iartD tgafm latter, bottootiq^titi ant Hat; 

9(6^ (fittttton(0 ff k of MSSgvt oi^Qcitlt 

9n matirr of t^stotttit t|ie leQt anb tfie maid 

Ci^anti Ctatoltf anti Cai0, tliat ccairf0 tjie (o«tie, 

CIDa( 9ut( f(t(i0 fiotQitDatd, . 

C^at toitb t^ Irif of tfie lai^, 

SQin mm to tfie tome lacti 9t dn^ aoti at motit* 



^it nt m^m mtedt tarn t^at fmt office, 

i)be^anD t^it M(ic!i^))i0, sn^ b^tianti t^arn bg^ 

^ttt ^anrcitf on s^ottnO, in sutil? ^rtn^, 

Cftat toat tiem|?t, but ^otot, tien^n Oeuc^i^ ; 

Clia) toac vtfitietue vaft^, anti niiAg toill t|>fe 

Co k^r t^t ttAltef tMWi anb t|e drc0^r« 

C^ Cofc in ^l0 tMc tofitt t^ (taUiitf atm (t^itf , 

SQwt dioQvti cdautitotit full t^eff in t^e d^anttom^* 

C^av tome tie CittletQe a ded, anti t^at fuK nmnati^« 

da(9f t a0 c!iandnai;» 

iTot |e toutg tot^te tooutU^ec fait, 

QQitl Iii0 tie& Uftmifitm, %ott tge fe (imti. 

^on tie fiin^ fit 31 iiartoe, a0 t^efianttei; tane, 

CQttl Btetie alntoiut on leti, ftlii; ^attiane t|e Dtab ; 

C|e atde^ette, t|at otmnait, zg fitetganti in iilane, 

Cotcefcet; of ftlviunen toad d^ft tjie Claili* 

C|e ^ai:toune, t|e %^toke, t|e B^jmCng^t in ane, 

tit^HU a0 ledt men, lato tg tU«t laike. 

C|e IRati^ne, tol]Nmti mtil; fn a toclie i;an, 

CQatf Dene otcale to i^, vanii ajs a vafke; 

0u|iU tie lavMv toais lalti, leio |e na loud i 

IBot in tiqilantrftf totonfn, 

9t tiicatitf an^ ^eeCntnlsf, 

ifov tie i^nt(adottn<0, Ct^nft fttn ccotojt. 



Cge ttawi Ctq^mit, a drdt tmUm tUit toeitif , 

iFuK offUttlttt tUn&y anti wulansea&K, 

man officiate but leis tfiat t^e iaio IHtrftf 

3n tautll0 tonOfiodale, tj^at at toutCai&Ie* 

Clie ^atc0t»( ^enutf gr toefilt fot Viifi tt^te tieftii^, 

ILj^anti in M^wgi laft^, unfoneabte* 

C|( iTettrf&t; in m foi^, t^at f^n? dim feitrtjs 

15e ottiottt anr ^^tular iuati ottiattit fttll a&te* 

C^ CotpCt^jS tnat (rc&tdtf in t^at {qn^amle. 

Cj^e 2>iD J0o^ mtfSbxBftf 

laoionanii aj^e tnit^ ftitf (eit, 

CQatf a totate to t^tit Cdnftffioniis |alr« 

Con&iS dtiv ran 31 noc^t, nov k^^ all t^e raft, 

C^e fc^nb of t$a( mmm^g, tiiat anngmsUi eike $ 

Cge mano;, not t^t muttitnti, &> mon? t^at toajs : 

Sm ®e &t»le, anb ^efti fotaiU, ioajs not^ tot to drift. 

Cdit at na fotnlitf of reif, not of ticfimit, 

IBot manfioeit, but malite, manrtit anb meikr, 

9nb an tqn?(dt to t^t IPa^r, in t^at lift ylatt, 

^lu6 gijs fiinctitttti tnitj^ i|iititual( ^rik(« 

Cde l^iqie 0af !ii0 imrfoun, anb &li(Ot tfiaim all. 

Cln^en tgaj t»at tangit on tatvijs 

iDt t^m tome, t^t gaile taud 

SQatf fiiib in to ftgott fatoi0, 90 ?e ^rit foil 



3 am ^efovmed, quotg t||e ^K, ioit( fattist full frfle, 

IBr JSatui; netlettt atie SMU mjnisi in t»0, 

SQvtt^ 0f an t0«ett^i0, fi» imtttUift atift torlr ; 

an tgf tcet^ da0 |e tam be tentwn in tefi : 

%t tattiUi witUt to tetiekoe an m^n im^ele, 

%m it tnatf nietiit to ^ ottt tt^ttO« ati0 itiafti tnatiifi^* 

IBot to tUt pognt petnotf ^ iwa^t tfir Payr 

Co tan t^e dreg; ioitU otte, 

9nb & gff tfiat jOatutr 

^(||t tefotm tiifi figouf 3tt a faiv C^aifie* 

Clan f aftiUe t|K Wat fiiit fotottti |f Ctan^ 

fDt tgat counfiin in tgitf taitf. Cm t^ tic^t t|a| ftnetoe i 

^f t^ tlielNoIat msdit ^ett^ toatf & |ac^ pa^it ? 

9nti t^ai iomil^ atoj^, fnn of mtttmt, 

Clie niant(« ^ ntatrv, anb luxto it trmani^t i 

Clie dtcnmfiantt, anti t|i» flait, an (out| t^aj atgruir. 

^n|> aHegiame Irile, in Irfti no4it to (a^nr it, 

fl>ir9i»flotin, anb aUi men» Cc^ai^lie t^aj Ccletor ; 

C^ Ptelatf0 tliat a^iecanis pi^yonit gtnecale ; 

%nm tsih to, and fitm Cca, 

%nm na;, ant fum |a, 

IBaftl 9«o anb contta C^ avgnoe t^ an* 



Cliat ftn it t»(!iit JOatut, t^t aUetl^ mafitid, 

C^ai (Otttj^ tiod^ tcetr but etttmt of t^t ^tmffttalU, 

C^atfot t|a| (oitnOin t|( ]Pa]ie to todt in tt^iu io^tf, 

Co tge 2UUiit emjiecouv, Cntetaw in fiiil^, 

Co atitr0 to t^at ti^rt, to tieme |i0 ato^tf, 

SjCIit^ tmkiHy anti t»it| tiigne lotttijs, ttwtt& in (ale, 

^He0 of antdh^, anti tftf^wifi ^mtoe. 

(^ t^at t^r ^ii^tuale 0aite» 

9n( t^t tftulat (onCsit, 

^(!it an gang in a gait Cmtiev anti tortoe. 

C|e trrtoe Cuttouv anb toaifi, ajs 3 tit tanUi, 

CiQtait tgit Irttocitf at Imtg, tetefi in bib ; 

%S^ t^toto tge l^a^itf ffctttfft 9lanl^ tgaim lalti 

Co t^ dtDallotor fo ibi^ft, ^attal^ in ^, 

Co rttid to t^ emprcont, of amtfit|9 anlti : 

fHit toaUi nocgt (yaii; fot to Qn^ing on a suti fgtitt : 

iTanti i^m in Xabilonitf totut, toitji iecnitf & balti, . 

Ctuell ftingiss toitg (tonne, an( tmkin fmt txttiH, 

|0e saf tj^it ioxiAsi Mj^mt t^ (etterijf to Inbe i 

Clugilb tge tiffte empevout,, 

9nti an titj^at in t|e gouv, 

Eeflauit ioitti ^onout, ISaitSi ptindjs anti tntlie* 



15e t|r ^etvtalti in ^all j^otir t^af nocfit rdi^, 

1Bot&otoni0 ottt of ISa&uIone tirft^ an ofietrfetuf, 

driHtf out t^ (alt ft, fco t^r Coutjl fellitf, 

ditedjS in ^Bbno^tt ftt hut txfStnst, 

SHalid m^it t^t mn^iHi ht tootitiitf anti todlts, 

Ctuj^in t^aj a^ptocgr to t^e Ptqir in W vttdtwit 

at tfir fotfaid ttffi qugat t|» ttete trllitf. 

Cj^al fanti dim in a fotrfi, fcd$ anti fait : 

C^ai |^al0t Uia I^al|»na0 1 

9nti ?r fan ^rit in Cc^ott lyare, ' ' 

Ctugat toottfi^ lottrfst t^at toaif, ^f ?ouc ininid toat. 

Cj^at toajs t^ OBgin & st|»m, sxfMt on gtonnti i^, 

flt^ni tmifttonv out an, mo0 atofttn in etti. 

6tnr{S andent of ait (sinfiijs t^at (totmti i0, 

S^ixt W t^tttnti ficitfutd fttounDIir fl^petti i 

jCtu^ilft in tie fitmament t^touc^ fotss of tfiat ftU^t founOi^, 

PetC^f tlie Cme, toitl tj^at fitgt ftboutli to ^etti* 

0eit JTaltonni^, tgat s^tin^ in fttmtt galbounOid, 

SOat tirit tiufti^, anti tiisne, to tiemr ajs tfSttit* 

C^e iFalcone, tjitefi on $itUt fotmttt on foIO, 

(QQatf an nU, of donout, 

^atfic^m to t^ rmjirtout, 

IBoitSi in M anO in fiotot, {S>mOe to l^i^lti. 



^tjia $MiHtf0 ttnit son^nuntdis of t^ gstt difl* 
C^fin tUiftmisty tbtnaboisi in t^atge of toecijs, 
Q^att|ont$ in t^e miqiamonti} anti of m^cfitUt mofi, 
Birt tiufti^ in Mgnite, quiiom no tntUi tittln, 
^9t l^alliijt, t|at fgttii^ tniQ (om)MU( t^r co0, 
SGat kenr iin^clitiji, of iijimb dmt of manrdst, 
IBl^t^ &oa^t, anti &^, but fiatet ot ioift, 
WiUtt e^nr trUfiiaIr to ft, civntlit aif fiip^ivitf. 
C^ ^ecj^t toad a utttCmant, inwn^ HU 9fgtt $ 
Cfiat taib fiefot t^r empecout, 
3Nt a (ot * of armottt, 
Df an 6^ of (olonr, Catnip and deit. 

1^ 6tti« mmi;? to itnatot it tomjftsmut dttc 

Cj^te n»tini0, anl} a tauifirt ad of clet gotti i 

C^e butOe toit^ otient pttlt pUmtit till ugftt^ 

DitSit ta a O^atiemt tiigne, ttHv to be^tti, 

CitntKt on ilk fptir toit^ tj^e fiq^lieir, 

Cdr ^aQii0 |o^t in grm, anti tnliipiis in (old* 

^ne Itoa it^ijt om; (totr, of filnrc fii deir, 

3[n a frilH of afitcr flammit. on tblti i 

C^e ^ayiit tasmt$ at (O^nt to 6Ia(iMi anO beii;* 

90 frdjf (bt a |irt:(i(tnant, 

C!iat toin t(ia$ase amant i 

9Siti( anti atofnant, ZxitM to ]Mf(* 



%im in a frfHi of Oluet, Grtountitte ge Iiecitf, 

9ne ^n 8»tient of ai¥> tfiat (tU0 fo gir ; 

Clir inmtbecitf of tgr fatnj^n foull tji^Mt atf dfirritf, 

iftcme fotmj^t on folti, n^ Ut (at to flr i 

an of MiU t^t MU quga t^r fut^ Kci0, 

Clie Iirise b^rcHt fxttmt of t|at ilb file : 

Clie ^miitioui; of 3lmatie t^t antmt ^e toet^, 

Sb( Qgnittt Ummmt : 9nti ^e cout^ 3( ft 

Clite flout titl^tin of iTcaunte, aU of f^ne gotti, 

3(11 a f diti of afute, 

C^ t^titi atmest in lionoitr, 

C^r (isiti jietCmatit fmu Cliat blouttt & fiol^* 

CliattDitli Isnliit in a I^ng, fie ledt men ttgjfitcnAt, 
Ij^t fnxtt a I^on nn lotti, of gotolf^ fun 0a$} 
^aiti maiitle0 of mse|t, on moVb qniat ti$ mtnAt, 
Eide tan^anl} wi to^e, i^&e of atca; : 
S>t ifutt sotti toa0 t^e ir^ounti, Qudat tUt st^m ^tift, 
[^it^ dotofile tttfbuv afiout> flottdt in faj^ ; 
9nfi flout tiei;?ci0 on loft, t^at mon^ (eifi loult,] 
fDt 0otDli0 i^Bnit, anti Crt, to Cr^atoe in alGi^ i 
2)ttv Cntecane of %totIanfi Uia wmti to knaloe, 
Ctuiiilft (ian fie lotti anO letiar, - 
IDur fitaiti IBtettone aS quliar, 
gg dBttrt g^ec g a w t fe alt, 9nti t^e figne (ir$atQe« 



jBtict t^t Cntetane figne toatf (irltitlt? Cm», 
C^at Uxuit ^in Utmitt mtc fitcuable, 
Cj^e anttejEt of tge Dotoslast t)ixvuUts btiittUy 
IKtudnin tlitoto all Ctifiintiome ht ton^fance able $ 
HDf ^(otlanti tj^r tun; toatt, mit ^t but t»et», 
fl)tti; f ai0 fovcr to tirf enti, atiti tinfal^rable ; 
ISait^ bannrk^ and bat to ^cottitf filuti bene, 
i>tti; loliBt, anti out Ij^Iiing, tliat l|9nr gonotablr* 
Cj^at tootb 10 Uk tootitiet toatme, atU» met '^it toais, 
3t i^nfcid foM in all j^att 
^f a txmt %u)^fk ^ai^, 
mddfatib tD0 Intoact Co geit of Dotoglatf. 

Dff t^r aottcj^t^ Dofoglatf to O^te 31 mr tn»0i 
Ciiai; atmesf of antefit; ^notalble a$, 
Ctu^ift oft bl^tlilt tlie IBwft in gitf tiifit^, 
C^at&i; dr UifDt t^at 61ut» Iiatti in a0a^. 
Eeiti t^e totlt of tj^ar toevii, to ^out tottnetf, 
iPttttli on mp matit to mu& 31 tnufr a^ 31 ma^* 
Clie faiti iirrftttantiiS g^tie toad gcatfiit 31 S<0» 
IStuOt toitg anr gtme tte, gutilp anti sa^ i 
C^at imt bcant^itf on btefd bli^t^ea of Irtoe $ 
2)n illt fieug^ till rm&rate, 
^tittin in a bill tDa0, . 
fl> JDotoKUui, ^ Doto0la0, CenOiv anti ttetot ! 



%St» UUic (tU99sn to (cj^ator, mon|9 U^tm ft^eUi 
^it^ tttUUtUi oe tcafi 01k titbit to tgr ttr ; 
3P[tt ttnnt^ ^ati t^r bivtii butlj^ anti brUi, 
iTout flotttiS out all gxtMi of gt^* 

£lu&<ni &uve in ttIC afuce, blstftrS of ble, 

%iltttt fiemfss lb fait ; anti ffost of tge felD 

([iQa0 filun;, (irt tnit^ atie lievt, ^titlg anti die, 

0f 0otDlis( full 0(adott0, tfiat irlrmst & ga$ : 

d^ne in alitte tUt inolti, 

9 l;poun (totntit initU S^Ui, 

€>f 0lttii; |e ft Qiotti, Co tam]i in avca^. 

jCttt^lb tafl^ 6r (ogno&mtr qnatterl^ toa0, 

^itd &atci0 of fxttt golti it 6t|»nt tatfittjni 

9nti titbit fi0nt0, fotfut^ f^n^ 31 se^* 

2Xf metalUjt anti toloudtf in tentfull at^» 

3[t toait tj^ttfnll to trll, ti^te, w t^tnta^ 

911 t^at titit atmid in tietnl^r Otf$a» 

IBot ffwt of t^e ytinc^alt tmwctU^Ua 

31 l^n dai0 me to jietoe fiattlie tut ^st$* 

Cdat loitf anti ttm lovftCcg^e of fa lang 0ait, 

Cftat bene (ot acmoutiff of eilti, 

C^avin to liattalti 3 ^elO i 

IBot Cm tj)a j tjie UStuft M^, 31 mgt nt 3 toait* 



3(n t^t taitinn$ti0 of tttut^, wUi toti08iic» kttiti, 
C^r (olottt of aftttr, ant ^nHnlldie ^ttoe, 
iTot t^j to t^ DofeDglatf tliat (im|e tnajs (inm, 
90 Mrs, an %(ot{atiti fta UtAtU to ufltetor. 
Cdr 0(ur( in t^t (ism^n ^alf, ttt^l^ to tenO, 
3(0 dtit (otase in amteit, quba tUt titjit knctne* 
Cge blttti^ Uwt t|at t^ai ftere t|ie TBtvai at |ii0 end, 
SiQit^ ^i)S rfiatr in t^r firit}, anti nobiRitt intrtDt, 
dtitiit in tj^av atmrd, (!» ^notable taws, 
90 ||i0 tenOrcrS anD trit, 
3[n ^ maiS mifieh; ; 
Zst M» taitt to t^otD firit 3[n to CtSiott fafnitf* 

C^e to^e Eobevt t^e TBtna t^ va^fcr jie atoofnit, 

SQitfi an t||( gatt t^at j^r fiati, to t^ gail^ gtaif i 

%S^ Quj^en t^r tiait of W Oeiti tia% ftim tiotoit, 

muu lotOijs of ^cotlanii, ledt, anti t^r Uiif, 

Sb( toottlis, foyers to toaile, in mtntUtfi^t aHotoit, 

Co 3[ame0 lotd * of Dotogiafli t^ofn t^e gvr gait; 

Co 08 toitg tUt fAnsia datt i t^aicioitft Ue wufft stoioiti 

IBot (iarfti to gi0 (buetane, ^ n» 000 (isif ! 

^ut 0cet giftisf anb gvant a^ gtadontf 3 f anti i 

IBot noto it motiitf an t^ maiO, 

CSiat ^em ^att noMnajSt 

Co me in clofit and tafi, C^«oto ^ow command* 



3( Iot» |Ott mait toe tUvt loiOt 5» U9)??n me tin« 

C^an on^ lottiCcSiijie w lanti, fo me out; JLotii IrCti ! 

3f fan toa^ foi; no tD|9e to fuitk na |e toiK, 

at toist, srif m^ torcti toam, toitj^ ^oa to t^r OeUi* 

Cdac toit^ ^e lototit fuK imt : tgam l|?kft faU <R, 

IBaftii lottito anti lati^0, t^at fittde in tlie llriae. 

flXf (ommottn tiattttt fUt touts) &r k^ to fit(filL 

CSir suft king naif t^r gaiS to ^t» Cot to tfUi $ 

3ltt Cattitojs t^at ttotonit dofit gftf enti« 

iSoto ^oO fot W Strt state, 

^et gitf tmU in folate ! 

9tit} toe ioilC ^6e of C)otaisIate, jCtufiat toa^ iie toutj^ toenti* 

C!ie gett toOI^e ^e tout^ tlotf in a tiet tate, 
9nti U^ an dale t^ bereft lie ^ec^t to t^e king : 
Come to tipe U»ls S^t t^toto ^^tiiie( 0tet gtare, 
WSXitU of&tan^, and utflbnsf , anti aH titjlat t^ng ; 
fl>ttt ^Inatotttisf (irimlhtt, anti t^e fiim^ plate, 
jfXttj^at de taf0, atf toe tefO, titUtuin to tpng i 
Wft^ alt tge tel^fcfsf taitli, t^at fn t|at toome torn, 
^ 0att gaUotoe tfie fiatt, and Qnie eont^ it ^^9, 
9dottt ^ laUs fun lirnde, and on W atone fiatt* 
fl>ft toald Ut fciCit iti and tt^, 
fl) flout of an tlietoalt^ ! 
4Xn(2» leif 3(t anate ! qu^ andt^odeidatti 



S0S fitifittlrc fimecanr, of ^iconiit tUt toanti ! 

iOoto fmt 31 Crniblr fiot tfii foutt toitft %ata|eni0 m^c^t, 

%an 31 tmm Cmr 6r into ^totlanti i 

C|iu0 in tirfmce of t^e fait^ fir fiave to tUt UttiU 

Wlt^ Im?(^ti0 of C{i«ifiintiome to Ii^e ^i0 tommanii* 

9nti quj^m t^r batalttit lb Iit^m, bvat^l;? an^ btic^t, 

{iOai; lo^eti t^val^ in t^tang, mon^ t^ottfanO ; 

9mang t^r ^rt^in mm tUt tittti liattiel; ^t flang, 

9aiti, Wtnb on, atf ^ou foaif toont, 

C^toio ifyt hattll in fnont ; 

^ fotmaS in t^t ftont, CSi^ fa^ amang. 

9nti 3( fsa foHotor t|r in aiitj^, ot fe^r to &r feUit ; 

90 tSii lege man Idle, m; liking tfioto ai^. 

Cj^ac toitjl on dj^aj^oionijs mm manl^ Ut meliit, 

IBtaiti t^i»to t^t battanitf in 6tont, anti Imi; tj^aim batkinatt. 

C^r io|9i0 qulat t^t isfit^t tomt toat in toa toellit i 

€i(Da0 nant lb Out in tj^r fleiO nti4it fianti fiim a 0ait. 

C!itt0 fcaj^isf ge t^r fal0 tbltt, ti»ioI|» to trK it, 

9|9e ^tt^l gr (onetit and tomr to iUt IiingiiS ^act. 

Cj^ud f»ilr frittii0 ^t man, aj^e tdotft^jianb it* 

C^votoout Ctiftintiome Iiiti 

Wiw tfie Drfbitf t^at |( tiiO : 

Cin on a tim^ it betiO, 90 t»ai0 tUt totit. 



f^t botonpt till a bataU, anO t^t brUi toan, 

^t Ut aU t^r fat^anais f^Oe ^aca^rnijt m^t^t : 

%jnte foUotuit 6ifi dtt tlie cgacr, qudm t^aj fit can, 

iTulI frt% ftile ^ais lie feio, anti flane in tiir flit^t. 

^ ^r trlctiit 31 totjs, Ux tvajs j^ toai; t^an, 

£Df aiK tD|9 gim aUanr, toottDi? anti tuic^t, 

CitntUt tuit^ ^avajetUtf, mon^ ^ a ' fati man, 

C^at ttau0$nttt toitg a tra^nr apon tgat tcrtajr 6n;4it. 

CSiott; (ieiU mt^t tit t^t aUane, Quotli t^e Dotoglatf ! 

9m 31 & t^r out iJet, 

Co fecgt for t^t faiti fete, 

3 foil ta»aiH t^e of tiet. 9)t; ht in t^t )i(a»* 

^( tuCc^it in tj^r gtet tototr, t^r kn^c^t to i^iieior, 

iFrile of t^e falis folft, t^at fleti of befor, 

Eelmit in on t^ix ttoa, fot to ttU ttdve, 

C^at tSia) toat tam^n outlet ; tgarCbi; 31 mutn Uxtt, 

Cliujs in bttmtt of t^e faitp, ajt (nmta ^nrmi, 

9nti ))ite of t^t fftgsi itn^tftt t^at toais in t^ore, 

C^r tiottt^t^ iDotoglaiat id tdti anft aDetnr, 

SiQit^ Io0 and toit^ l^Mng, t^at Itfti0 tviv mot. 

^0 ^atti^ mm tnlkt t^t Uwt i^ne njion ganti : 

£lu^m t^ai ^ati fttt^t t^at Io(ti, 

Wiit^ mettle mane to temotti, 

C^aj maid it ^ame Ibe teflotU 3|n.to ^cotlanti. 



jBtrt t^t Umtaxit figne toad Grltitl? Cmr, 
Cdat Cn^it ^i]S Ctcenite eurv Cn^ualble, 
Cdr atnu0 of t^t Dotngla^ toutliti^ drtmir, 
lElturtoin tlitotn all Cdfifntiome &e toni^fatue aUr $ 
2)f ^(otlanti ifyt turc tuall, toit ?r fmt toene, 
^ut fall) fdtte to (rfmti, anti tmfal?ealile ; 
ISait^ Batmrfc^ anti ftav to $(ottl0 Iiluti 6enr, 
^t lol0, anti ouc Iskins* t^at Ijmr UonwOtlt, 
C^at tuotb <0 & toontin; toadtte, anti mtt |it ttiaif, 
3(t ^nltijs Cntr to all jiatt 
^f a tortor ^tottitf j^att, 
larfofanti 100 intdatt Co geii; of Dotoglatf. 

^ff t^t tond^ts Dofnglatf to ti^to 3( tnt tnta i 
Cftai; atinesf of anttfit? j^onova&le a$, 
jCttt^lk oft ftl^W tfir T^mit in W tifim, 
C^atficn; ^t fAif&t flat bluti ftali) in nWi^* 
Vititi t^t totlt of t^w torclt, to ^our mitnta^ 
iFnct^ on m^ inatit to mufr 31 inufr a0 31 tna$. 
C^e (iiito iirrftttanHtf g^tir toajt scattilt 31 S^t 
IBmfit toit^ ane scene toe, ipttil? anti ga$ i 
C^at 6ute btanegist on &¥eto bl^t^eS of ^eioe ; 
^ ilis Beug^ till embtate, 
rndtttn in a &ill toast, 
S> Ootoslais, H) Dofnglatft Cendto anti toetoe ! 



Cle l^tm Umtaah on loft, latdb in efiMt, 

iFoc ffttti (autf, a0 3( S^t isi of ^allatoas. 

jCtu^en t|aj uhtilit t^t tttumt t anti tout^ tj^r litis tidv, 

lt>r gaif it to t{ir Dotofflatf, ^mtahit a$ : 

2)tt t^0 to^ sif ^e (ottt^ tD^n it on forft i 

iDtuj^iU tot an fjomcant UAf» lie Ut tin 80^ i 

]EMtt tufimt tUm oq^tanftf, anti tout^ it (onqnfc t 

^aiti it ficme, atf toe f^nti, tin one ^cottiiS fa^. 

C^atiin; t^e I^un ^r bncr, toit^ lotting anti Ioi0, 

S)t fiCun; (imiels anti (ncr, 

3(n a fielti of afnve, 

Ctotinit toit^ gotti tmtr, Co t^ $tti^o0* 

Cj^r foteS of ^ttdii, anti tit^ait jmrtor, 

C^r lantii0 of Haiotiic, and loi^Cr^tf Crre, 

CQit^ 0^ of $i0 Href fioetd, t^ Dot(igla0 & deior, 

SQan toiclitl^ of torit, toit t|r fint ttirit, 

JTta ibnnitf of tlir ^aimiiiS. JlSoto gif 3 an ficjidor 

C!ir oi^rr of t^at avmitf, it toai; to ten tHt $ 

C!ie battist of &efi golti Qiat t^ai j^ale Inmt 

%t fuUi tDiS otnt)!^ an tia^ ; tlacfot 31 rnd ^eir, 

Refr(ci0 me to ^atvaltii^, to t^ foto tj^e |ale* 

flDf otliec Cc^emist, lb firl^ene, 

%um pact toin 3( mene, 

Cliat toat mt^tft gtene, CQovtl; to tnale* 



^ntnti tgntt in a feld of filun;, ttctanr, 
^f a ti^Dr tolout t^te totiDijS 3i &^ti 
SiQttI tiotoMr tte(fitt about, butel? anti bane, 
9nti flout tuUgcisi fo fait ti»tnr tft( attmti* 
Cj^e tanr anii t$t tnt^te of gotolitf full ganr, 
^t fmtt quwtttlSt maiD t^at nanr rnic^t ammd ; 
C^r wmtn of t|^» Dotoglatf, tgaitof mvsi 31 fa?n> > 
dXudiM aft fantiit \oft^ iwct, W fa till offimti ; 
2>f ^onotable amtfit^ tjiit aattijs of elti 
IBute t^r etU of e^unnj^t 
90 foti figne of aita^, 
]0ijs fell faijs till afita^, 3[n a fait fHlti. 

Zm notliit, rcll of 2)¥monti, alCo ^t fnm 
C^e faid DotoglaiS atmitf, toit^ a itifStxmsi* 
Hnti tit^t (ia Mti t^e frcti, Qufiat ^e futtli Um t 
'^sifit t^odit lie ?ong toass, to fa^ ||i0 oWmfi, 
3[t (imi|?t t^at t^ai fib toat fovfuQ 3( aflitte* 
Cj^it four Ct^eUrftf of ]it^» in to iiteCmte 
SIQat dienieit (b cfieualtu^, tliat no tteatuc 
2>f lofci0 not l|mir, m^eSit lou0 tnottft a lente. 
^i^nie ilb fitauncfie, anti beugl, ' botoit * t^aim till : 
9nO ilb Ccbelti in t^at (lace 
C^at tennenti ot man toaif , 
S>t elli0 t^at aliens, at t^at atoin mUU 



911 tf^t !iiea0 in tUt nogt taut ^tlmta full fait, 

9nti in iU«t tsmttalist tt^iti* ttmis t^aj htttt 

C^e ])lefanti Pdtme in a pact, ftMht to t^ait $ 

9nti al0 iitjgit ilk wmts t^at 3[ fait* ^t;, 

Cj^r tducg Wotfio^st tti^U), t^at 6a0ouni0 Batr, 

jaDuc stotoin st^^ anti grotne gt^m in rffirfi; ; 

^ait ainfuH in all t^ing fatu 31 nmn; ait 

ISaitg to toalit, and to toatti, atf toatc^itf in torit : 

Cj^at tettilble felloun m^ tgittit aSta^ti, 

^ &tti tull of tisntafs, 

3[ tiutfl noclit fi^t^ to njfs 

911 otiit atmest t^at Its* . ^^ teniii]) ata^ti* 

C^atfot of t^» fait} tte 3i t>ll noc^t i^t te^nti, 

C^ Bittii, anti t^( fttam^itf, t^at Jblom^t lb bta^ti : 

Clu^at ttlt atmesf on loft, lonely to imd, 

^f lottiingitf anti Uu lantii0, sutil|9 anti glat, 

C^ fatb jietiirtDant (ute, qufiat Sir atoas toenti, 

i!Dn gijs gatntmt lb gaj^, of ane ffit j^aiti, 

3[ Irif tiiaim blafontie to &e toit^ gattattiiiS ftenOei 

9nti 3[ toill to tn^ fitfi mater, asf 31 ^r ntaiti : 

9nti &rsi»n, Qugat 31 l^t, at lottiinjrijs tirit, 

C||( ttmvt of t^e ^nqitiout, 

$yoio t|a| (ome in ^nout, 

C^iv Cotolisi of vigout, WEiitU a SX*i wtn* 



1. 

jTuttii humt fmUtUtiii balti on t^r fiottioitdit t 
1Bufa¥tii0, anti IBeltiltptf^, a0 it m^dit fi», 
^ttifottti0 atib fttitqitecmm to t^a| fkwftouxii* 
C^ ^till atUi t^e P^r ^leti o^anti petndor 
IBefov t^it ffdntisi a$ )ia0, ajs jiei^ tntcttfoudtf, 
iFot tgal mutl cj^etoitf ti^iHimlii, atUi )i$cc^0 jmito, 
Co dtU fta t^r (ommoni0, atf kgnsin tAjfttfuxia ; 
%Snt Unft gotiet;, attti belialti t^e ftttb^; platt* 
IRoIi^n Eettlbtefi nodit tan> 
TBnt raid ass a genfinan i 
dtiti tlie litill tol^lCiQtatt . Cj^at totetc^lt tioi»|e toaii* 

Clat 1(080 t^e ftacaUi^ fa tUt ^&l^ &ttt fiAIr, 

9tant^li0, ftttoffiHt Umi^t to t^a| fiem lotMtf, 

^it^ alls^n o®cevf0 in rrti, afotnanO and able i 

^ mOAt toatf t|e multitttti no m?nl> it temoiM0* 

C^u0 dX&miblit i^ix (i^0, %H0 (im?eott(able, 

911 t^at mat Coioli0 of teif , t^t tidit qu^ i:ecottii0, 

iFot t^t Cem$rralite tcttit in table, 

Cge flem <Em)iriond0 13^ t|itt0 fiaitl^ vefiotti i0* 

CSie Pape, anti t|}e )iatriaiAi0, iice(ati0, 31 toiS, 

SQelcttmniit t^aim tQ^ls, fmt mUt 

WitU ^tH^ Utmottiii (Mt, 

Ipatbonn, anb fita^> Onb ilgtilfs tUvm bUtt* 



C{ie fAifBt Pajir in t^ pfatt j^i^^tt t^am ilbatte 

Co vema^nt to t^e ttifft, at t^t m^titia; ; 

2Mb tftai stantit t^t suti, But sntt^ing, to sane : 

C^an till a toovt^^tt^r toatie toent t^aj t^at toa^ i 

l^afi till a ifalate of ^i^ce ]ilefant» allane, 

SQajs »((ktt tiallp, t^kr of atvaj^, 

IPantlt anO a]i]iatalit ]itoutil^ in nane, 

^lit Uma^ mitfi filft, ftttlili? to faj9« 

IStaf ti bttctrf 0, anb 6enb<0, ottdbelti toitli bantottdtf of solO, 

Cleti out toitfi tlmt tlat^^, 

Eailtt full of tf(fta0, 

C!ir efia0 toad atratf C^at ?e Cr (idiolb* 

911 t^utf t^a| mttfr to tfft melt : anO tiir mecCcftale 
^att &dn9 toattn; to torticlie, of a toell clefi; : 
Cgat tuajs l$t JTafoOtttte lb fait, (ctls fmt fale 
IBati &inii0 fiuvtiitf iqi bvaib, toitSi a W^tU t^eit* 
Cl^e Pa]ir ifafSt till W fflx^tt^ in W iiontificale, 
C^r at^ill ^Enqitiotti; ationr ne^iit ffim ndt* 
ISijmsidy and iiatciatfcisf, bmti toitd rai^nalitf fiale, 
atltiteflit tliaim to t^t tieisf » anl} ttubiiei lb tirit* 
ISift^oyitf htamiti to tSie btttti, atib mttU^iimiit of tnpc^ti^ ; 
^Etllijs of ^noutiit, 
9(&oti0 of ovtiottdtf, 
IPtotorfiitf atib ytiouti^* 9ttb tnoti^ fOM In^ditijf, 



Den$0, anti tifsnftriif, wijtit tittapt, 
%mtifttiiiy mH UfiasttiS, and Bac^iKrtijt &($t^ : 
31 vtta noc^t an to ttg^tt ; |e j^atti t^aim rir^trmit ; 
Xot an toat mrcCcj^ant to ineft mdli(|> attti m$t^ : 
^ne (rmft Cmtel^ in failr, foditt^ ta it ttmpU 
WitU an mi^tf ot (o8 t^at mttltf tont^ ft^t^« 
3|n fle&ge t$n», qu^m t^e fiCrfte toat avnai? flem^t, 
Cttt^a toatf firtoai^ &ot t^e ^totit, fiaUioatt anti ftgtU : 
@^e an t^r (mtt^ne Ibnt Idtf, and t^e (ang trid, 
and al0 in tUt atttomt, 

iToi; l^e (Otttfi fco t^e firmament iTan^ tUt fiCp^e deiO. 

C^e IBo^totti; taWt tuajt m&e, t^t fiim toeife fcrnti 
3|n (taftitf of t^t fcetc^jnit, tofil^fc of taxtn^ 
t0m^ tmmvUi UHa toit^ feioatitf ^ Cmti, 
and (onfetttoniif on fotce t^at y^ififc fm^ fittte* 
q^on^ man ntetid, stf % fum mab md, 
3(t nriditf nocftt to tmrtoe an tSiat natutitf ; 
0u{iai; fit fiati0 ioin fieit, t^at C^iitf tiU ofiend, 
^ ioait an iatttWff and ioelt^ da^l^ indutitf* 
i^ne, at t^e m$ddi0 of t^t meit, in tome tfte mmfitaUif , 
Clr ai^aDitf and tj^e ^rde f^nsiif, 
DfiUiiS, and ^tivlinsinf, 
C^e dl^t^ Hacli tSiat fttsjnmin, 2Mb t!i( JSs^^iiS<^* 



9nti tUw mtin anone, gif % titfit nrnpnt^ 
Wat of 9^wts t^t nislb i t^ft mmtt 3( toitf i 
lt)aile tenq^le of i^ Ctinite, (coimit In ^euin ! 
||)ail( motiet of oitc maliet, atiti metrft^n of mgn \ 
IDallr ftutottt atUi dlf f ot tge f^rniid (im^nr ! 
I^aile ibttte of out hmtt, and l^eUi of ontM^litf ! 
It)ai(e gtane ftiU of gtacr t^at stotoitf (b ei»|m ! 
iTtcme out (Hti to tSie ftt quliac tM Con i0* 
IDaiK lati^ of an Wi^st, Ut^ttSt of (erne ! 
IDaile tfialntec of tfiaCKte ! 
I^aile c^ai^i^nnltle of di^te ! 
IDaile ! bllfltt mot t^oto fit iTot t{ii i^ame tnne« 

lt)aile Ulfi t^tD t^e Botttootti of &($t^ 9nsrUi0! 

||)aiU iftimtsi tliat ton^Ietitf aK jit^^edtf ]mt ! 

I^ailr U^tSiai; of t^ 13a^fi, toit^in t^| botoaOltf, 

S>if ^i«F^et^ t^i ant, a^anltf natut ! 

f^vOt ^edoft mofi lyertf^it tirftg tfie ^dtualiif ! 

IDaile ottianit 01; 9tiant, anti a$ tiK intntv ! 

I^te mt ^Ojftt and onv ^e, qn^ t^ fttatmt attjs ! 

It)ai(e attetac of <Bna in ane Itot )n» I 

l^ile toeU of ouv ioeilfait ! m toait noc^t of ellfjf 1 

QBot aU (ommlttitf to t^, 

^uU and I^f , lad^e ! 

jSoio fov till frttte mabe idjbi f(e, iTto fendi0 1^ (irU itf * 



Stn t^jettto tW stmtnti lot tj^f smt ffis^t ! 
9it t^otD att gtiatitat t!ia(of j attti tii^ scuac i 

^^ti Qtm futcotn; hamt Cnte to t|( f^ntiii; ! 

Cj^e f mtie f oiti; ttlUmnt &, in t$( m tonfitie, 

Cgoto ttuitiec of an mrt^, anti t^t menar* 

iTot io0 ioflqi]rft fn too in tUiH ioattti to^tie, 

Co t^i (on mail Qil mane an^ t^| mabo;. 

jQoio Iat»$ Ittfce to tge leiti t^at t^e fo Uile (nfitf, 

C^io ftfcrt tcone of ^alamon, 

Cgoio tooi^^ ioantk of Saton, 

Cj^to |o$u0 flritf of ^t^n, SOif ^ tfie fit^uflst. 

an t^uiS out; la^s t|ia| louit, ioitd I$Mn0 ant» ($0, 
^enli(ali0, anti mufidanitf, mo t^an % mene ma$* 
Cj^e ]i(iiltet$, tiie f$ttioli0, t|ie tuft f^tjiacifi, 
C^e (cotitie, anti t^e mon^tottiitf, tSie 0itt^nti0 ga? ; 
Clie vote, anti t^e terottiow;, t^ tito^r, tie dfi, 
C^e ttunqie, ant» t$e taRmvn, t^e t^nqiane but tea; ; 
C|e Kit ti^e, anti t^e'lute, t^ ^tiiU in fiff, 
C|r tiul&t, tie tmlfamttiiif , t|ie fdialme of alTa^ ; 
Clir amiable otganitf tifit fuH oft ; 
Clat^onid lototie bnrllijs, 
Povtatittiiei, anti Mliti, 
C|>m6a(Iani0 in t^t teilitf, C^at (buntius Ut foft 



Ctu^m t|ai Siati (btigi^n, anti fiilO» MOg att^ (it{iout ; 

9nti )ila^t, atf of ffwctn^, it a 90^ toat 1 

3[n torn jflq^and tjie 3[a* atf a ittfilotK, 

SQIt^ cafiitf, aim tntt^ tmMiHt a qua^ tat^at : 

li>e satt t^alm ft, ad it fimt^t, fti t^t imsn goitv, 

It)initin0 at ^ti^jia, in JMtiif Cs l^ait 1 

%mtnti (aiatid on Qie & Uliaifgfa of totoi; ; 

'Becnetf bataHant) on itottK, bt^m asf a hait 1 

IDe <ottt| tatg t^ coiiq^e of tiK ktnfsifi tied, 

^nr letir in t{ie 0tti 

IBot a blafc (nntoeO 1 

)t>e (Ottt^ of a Utttwbi ^ttt S0tiia a manr vm* 

1la$ satt Ok (ZBoQwioiti; ttofo^, anti ti^l($ fi^atti* 
Cj^at tfte Covne €«ake, tUt j^mUmc at lanti, 
t^a^ ffS^Mt aU |i0 ))t$0 ^0 in a ]mn0fBl0» 
iTot tauiS tlai tte of t^ tottu in t^e MtfclanO* 
l^e (out^ toitii tDountircitf qndat toa^ t^t |^( ioal^ : 
^86 of a 0cas SM a 0015 satlanD; 
2 lang ^ei; of a httiU fov a itmt baltii 
JSoMUid of nut C(fiiai0, anb fiinn; of fimti* 
CM jotofcit toit^ inpecti^ tjie langlant) 3la : 
iTait ItLtigia in t^nsitf, 
ftn$t^ti0 in (atal^mgitf, 
IBoitd 5anfi0 an5 ^siif 1 3t (irmi»t 00 &u 



%a tomt tut IRnU mft^ a tetd, wb a tatie toci, 

9 bacti otut of 3ltl8ttti loit^ IBanac^atee ! 

^aiti, ^I^IttntotD suii ti^n^ti tiacfi j^ala miisUs ^^ ^ 

IRalitr Uiv a tug of t|ie toft, m U^ Um vjfiw t!i(« 

$^UU niamms ac^ mac^ mometft moc^ lodi i 

^et Uit tuamt, sit Ut tninii i quliat Dele aliis tie ? 

£[) Detent^ne, D £>otitiaU, D Doc|i8i% titotg ; 

Cgit at; W idand &in0ii> of t^e 3[i^Crftet?e: 

D ]Kneto(|?n, €) Conoc^, €) ^tegte ^abgcane i 

Clie ^(genattis, t$e C(ac(i^ac|i, 

C^ IBeti Ccdene, t|e IBallac^, 

C|e €ttkttSt tiie Cot:acdi l^dio keimlss t^aim ttfcane. 

^1^^ Ie0ti0fif 1^ maltt ; toam let &t no man 
Co tfftih quW tif fgtkin |ati, tgasU no t^ingitf* 
C|e tiene ttteale, t^e IRan^n, ttfttoHt !ifm t^an, 
IBati lint Uin Mngia letf befoi; tdai (ocdingftf* 
C|e battle ioottfi btane tooti, anti IHttecI^ eont^ ban, 
^oto Cov&$ meflinsec, qnoti |^e» tottl (btoioe noto ^ngfoi 
ClioiD iWt out of Bo^etf atit, anti to tfie etti ioan> 
Cat^it tai a ttatout, anti &toc^ na t^t|ingi0 1 
3[ fan t^fue tge, Kavi^, baitft pittia an( gaU* 
C^e Dene tutale iooi^it tetti, 
^tatoe fov U^znu of tfie 0eiti* 
C^e Battle gem a etete yleiti %n tUt tth laU* 



i 



3|ti (ome ttoa H^wnbfttUsi tvitg a Umtit fait, 
CgtCuc^, anti t^ sulibit ^16, anti |rf ti liititi^ siOt^i 
IRitCc^ft hddtU to tlie bai:ti, anti xussit UiH late ; 
Canit j^im tdts0 tmii0ml, to tfitatoe Itt a toititi|>* 
CNI f|?Bt ' Uim* fca t^e fottope to t^ fut t^ : 
Cj^ battle, finatiOit Ipht a fmaiit fmodt in a Qt»ti^, 
Han fa0 to t^ tntte, anti sadt a gtet tslvi 
i&otlit toatttt to toe&j^ lint tfi'at ont in mt $^* 
C|e (oi;dt0 told <qion (oft» anti l^^^ t{iai |ati, 
C|at t^t battle toatf fo bet : 
C|e fttif0 tbnbe in t!ie flet, 
9nti mons motoitf at mete : fS>n tie Ante mai^* 

^Sn$ for ane figonale of fntt t|ai 0caif in t|e fieiti i 

C|e Cucliet gitti to t|e ^(It, an^ gaif |im a fad, 

lElaif 110 taile fca |i0 tig, toiti a tat| pleib i 

C|e ^Ik gat tape agane in t|e Bcet Ian, 

Cit t|e Cndet be tie totie, onrtimit lijs |eti, 

iFIanit lint flat in t|e Qite, fet|eci0 anb aOU 

tl>e tcgfin dilate, tnitl ane tait, teb$n itf ms tftb ! 

31 am mi8tadonQi» gotdt, baiti suttitf anb gan ; 

^ |e Kqi tea t|e lotoe tic|t in a l|»ne« 

Attlen t|a||ab temelitf tanclt : . 

CN fottlodt tiat t|a| fattdt i 

lliflit am^ anb fonclt, 9nb (iit bobne (^e* 



an tgtttf t^ U^tdmii in lall Otitis vtmmiU 
W,it^ aS totttHa at toitf, anti iam(t^ifft to uale : 
C|e Pqie ibes^nnitf t^ state, atf 0teaU|» gatHt i 
2iQo(ic!ie tnit^ t^iv imtt^^Ht anD tDetit to (OititGartl* 
Clie yui^ |{)otDlatt0 {qipele tomyletli) ioatf ylanpt, 
1^ <^It anti W tanlt &im», tmfcrl; ibut failr : 
irot t^e quj^ilfi, t^it lottiijs In Iri^ tio4it to la^tte It, 
]{)e Iiefo4it of fiuout, aif fouecaite In taiit, 
Cgat t^ai ioalti iita? I0atut ^in ffwxt to tmetoe t 
Sw it ioa0 liaKe W ftt^tUt : 
at tgat alletitf tequeff, 
^^t^t tiamt Batttt atnQ SX i^lnt fw to tetne. 

CNtn trtolt tj^lt tfaUltf of tliat tat^ mane, 

TBaitU dfrftltualr anti Cem|ieca(e, t^ kenft tl^e taft ; 

anti> ton0tKminti t^t (au0, tondnUt In anr, 

Cl^at t^a| ioaRi JBatut; btCrliie, of glv gcet gtao, 

Co tilftenti t^at Qnn^n fioitc atf t^ fiiuecane> 

at t^av aUai^ Infiano, In t^ Ilk ]i(ace* 

C!^ Pe^ anO tUt yatdatitltf, tUt (crlatitf ttitane, 

Cj^tus pta; t^al atf yenltmtljt t anti aU t^ t^av i»a0. 

Ctttliat tgtoto tmme ]|?,atnt t{ie tcall OICcenMt tSiat t^tie, 

at t^at ^alle In0ame ; : 

CtttliomtdaittflhlftDltlitttemut, 

anti imUmt aibtsfymtt - atf ^Mntf and 8|»^ 



%t nrtii0 tiocj^, qvatU SStntuVy to xmtint oucfit 

flX ?ottt pxttat1xii^tst»t otUntbit to teD i 

3 toait foiti; tuiH, atiti quliat foa^, ?» ioaUi t^at ^ tovotSlt 

Co te&tme t!it l^tolat, of faUin fitU feU^ 

3t foil lie tumtt atf ^r tiemr, tntib^t tU^ tuatft : 

31 (onCmt In t^ caift to tpoitt (otmfiadK, 

^m;iii|> Xidf foi; ^mxt Mkt ditiOif Siajt 0u||t, 

5e fiilt ibe QiedaQ^ (iieti, ot |e ma^ iyrll : 

jOotD ilfta Guin o£ tSir fict^ a f^tiet fiill ta, 

9iiti leu t!ie {!>otDlat, (ini.«Fe 

fl>ff l^tm j^aue fi( tiete I 

2Mi J dU sar tdaim Ceimsn Jbe Co gcotoe 01; 3( 0a> . 

Cj^an ilfc fotile of !^i0 fift^t a fe^tier Slatf tane* 

ant) lent to tdr )[>otoIat in ga0, gavttte ftut lone* 

Dame l^atnt t^e noUUeft nec^t to ane 1 

Sfw to fetnte t^itf Crtiecent) ant) tietol^ j^atf tione 1 

(S^att it 0connti» ant) gnrioe p;^ agane, 

2)n tSie Utmjm Q)oiDlat, iimielji anti time* 

Cj^an toatf ^ (icianti of tfisi Crftsqie, an(^ Cc^tonte C^wie 

^Dff all|m taHmsc moff defi; ielbit abonei 

Cfie fiweft fotle of tlie fi(tii, an^ ftenOefi of fietDfiii 

%o dene, anti (b (o(otttI$lie> 

Cj^at no Irixtt tout Siim ^iir, 

iTto ^Qitvinie to OBedufse, SQnOei? 4e fteioetf. 



•■■■ 



. Iff. . 

iFIniv ofaU tiMntttf, t^totD &^tir(i0 fo fdv, 

li>e Uthit to !^i0 (^kame tgat lem^t (b lid^t, 

%0 9to||it (I^nti 0f fitttit) i^Dt^ to v^8( ; 

$>e tj^ot^t j^im maf ti on i^t mom makleif of m^t^t, 

90 Gouecane fifm atone Crtf, t^totQlbeiote |e baiv, 

CountnpaUuit to t^t l^tqir, out (dndtf, 3( vHt^ I 

^ |M|> &e UVit Uim in Ittdfrciss lafv, 

C^at an m (btotttf of tUt fittli ge aetiotoKt l^e. 

C|u0 (dt ge no man Siitf prit ; 

<I^if on$ ntt^ tpalti ^im nriv, 

^r hnh tgam celialtrftf otm, SQltd a mgnt, 

C^t pe^r, anti tge jiatriatiifd, and |)dnd0 of ytoto, 

31 am otmih^ of tjiav itjm, be tofinsast imaioin; 

!3o fait i0 m$ frtjiettm 31 ^af no falofoe t 

9^ (icj^tottitie anti m^ U^mmtib Wt to ht Cc^alnin* 

m IMtdltf lie telbalhit, t^at toam |fm noc^t botor; 

3[n fmth a0 a BataU totftgt full of &ofi Waioin, 

SOitl uhlotttable Iatt0 notlit tf H anoto : 

Clittjs io^dt ge t|i( toaUnt^n^ t^I|> and tfitatnin, 

Cgat an tie fbtDli0 toitSi aflSntt atftnibUt asane 

9nti 9lm?dt to Batut 

2>f t|i0 IntolletaUe Infut i 

^to tie IDotDlat |im bute . ^ file, and (b fialtane. 



In tfctft, out ati»0atit, iHt Mt^ iUiane 

IBeGuftt ^att» to ttfi ^at imQti&ta&le* 

Cgat tnftSi tliat lat^ a l^te leucg |iv aOane : 

^ fi(S mafcing, quotl (ir^, toad onametUraAlr, 

Cliocj^t 3i att»dt» a0 ?t all afklt in atie, 

?lt M K irveff ?«tD to fileist, tmltia noflKiIr* 

9(^ (aKit t||e fj^miat in gaifi, tliat toad fii iialtatie : 

IL^Ie ilttd&t in efiaite ; 

9n^ Cm t^ofv att Cd elate, 

90 t$e €toatt0elifi totalt, . Cdoto foil latne J^e« 

Cfie i;etit, anti tSie tttttftUt tgat tiioto in tang, 
CIQajt of ot^ft.mennitf all, ant} nodit of t{ii atone) 
jQoto fib Cutole |f0 atone UiUm foU agane fang ; 
9nti mak t|e eatif of li|»nti, till ^m (irtf Inatoin* 
90 Ccgo ga0 tiem^t t^aj ^f tione t^tal; in ttf 
C^at toitli ^me JSatnt last to t^e ftenin tttmin : 
SCrentlit fone, in m^ fiefit, toitli (blace an( (img* 
antiilft fbtole tuke tfie fUt^t ; UttwM^ to (iciatoin, 
IS>elt» l^ame to tliat |ant, anti t$at fttf^bttg : 
irtuj^at tga^ toat toont to teniane, 
911 tliit gntil; at gane ; 
9nti tliat lenit allane, Cge ^Dotolat and X 



Cj^an tiin IDotDlat ^inmit of |ai€ anti of l^tir, 
]put fiN:fi ft» {lotiei^ to fvsttt anti jitf nd0 atottr yev i 
^ne tiegtatiit fta svace, &t !ii0 sttt jit^tie, 
IBatmpt blttttl^ ^ijBl Mi^, BaflefuU in Mt : 
lt)e ioelteHt, ^e tot^t^ft, ^e ioat^t Qe tpti(> 
Cliat iie toatf tovot^t in tW toatm todfuIC <n tneii; : 
ll)e (cqifllit, ^( (cengit, |e tavfuU^ tr^ti, 
^r fol^t, iHt focoioit, in 0sdlnsf0 (Ht* 
li>e Uitti aiUut ! S am (off, latj^rff of an, 
'Bpf^ in baile &tft , 
3[ ma^ Be Oinq^in ^t eft 
Clat iftst» nrttec fit Keft IDitf feft, But a fa((« 

% tcutU nodt toon in to tD(tt!i iotetc^ * t|at 3i ' toaff, 
3[ toad (b ioantoun of toiU, m^ lotttxin at toan i 
C|^u0 £01; m$ dic^t 31 ant dutt, anti lainnit in j^aiff , 
CaitCitn ant» ta^tif fot tvaft t^at % tan : 
Ctuj^m 31 toaji ^mit na |rit all t^it lieaff, 
iTta ntle, ttflbun, anti i:ic|it tthUii 31 tan ; 
C^atfot 31 Is i^ ^^ I?nte, I^m^it, lat^aff : 
l^oto matli font thitout ht n», an ihanet of man, 
?e $tind0, * iitriattitf ^ of iffgttt (at ^enneitf an^ iitoiw 
C^at ffuUi0 1^ )iutr 8$^ 
?e fiiU f^ns atf 31 fii?) 
9n font ioeIt!i )d£[( atoas* C^njei 3 toatn foto* 



\ 

I 



Cj^infc loll) htdt tfioto loatf &di;t», anti htdt a? tdU &(« 

iToc oucdt t$at Crtilst, of t!ii ta£ in on? Mhun ; 

Cd? mtie, td? dait^f 0, not Hfi tofi, mmmijs noc^t of t|ie« 

IBot of Qie ftttte of t^e etti, an^ ^otiitf fufianun : 

jCtu^m il6 tgins ^zfi t^t atone, fitt^I? toe ft, 

C^? Jtalit (Otsf &ot of tia?, a foule tarioun, 

IDatit, anti ^atoCest ; qtt^at of att t^oio lie ? 

SQe mm fmte, toe sans 9u», hni^ kbin anti (ommonn* 

IBot t^oto xmU tUt titUtttiii tUi tonme taSL wttt, 

C|iu0 (islti tie IDotoIat on HtUtt 

j00tD ^0^ fbt W gttt mi(|t> 

^et ont Utmm In ficit iflDf fanrtii) (b Crte ! 

C|u0 fo( ane Doto tif Dun&ai; ttveto 31 tlitf S^te, 

2Dotoit toiti ane Dotoglatf ; anti tuAtU toat ifiai tiotoi0 : 

3[n tie fotea fotfiii^, tttls yatf^te, 

fl>f Cetn(toa|>, tentrft anti tt^tie, quia (b tvafi trotoitf* 

tasxnt m? ioit ajt m$ toill, t|an fitUi 3 toele tot^te i 

Xot gif 3 lal in m2» lefO, t|at nodt tiQ anoio i0, 

5e io^ft, fbt |ou€ iDOvCrl^i^, lotptl me no topte : 

iSotn lil^tl tojs t|e Blifi l^atne, t|at aU beme iotoitf 

lt)e (en to0 I^Hns anti I^f enetlafianti !— 

3[n mittlfun monetl of ^a$, 

3n m^titiftf of ^urea^e, 

Cltttfonat^mebe C^vtttoa?, ^[Mq^fmiit |)fl)lL19DD. 



%\ft iSu&e of ^e Hotolat 



%$n manum' fR. ^oannto Moan. 



%\ft ^pentiii)r. 



f » 



>^^WW^M>Mka>'>»~ < 
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It has not been thought necessary to point out such differences betwixt the 
two manuscript copies of the Howlat^ as consist merely of variations in the or- 
thography ; unless when they happen to give the passage a more intelligible 
aspect 

Stanza i. L 3^ * The blemes ;' by adopting this readings the line would siffnify 
that * the flowers^ or blossoms fau*est of coloiu*^ glanced with the rays oi the 
sun.' See Dr Jamieson's Dictionary. — ^1. 7, * the seasoun.' 

The four last lines of this stanza^ in Bannatjne's MS. are as follows ; along 
with the same as thej occur in Pinkerton's edition, which will serve as a spe- 
cimen of its eeneral inaccuracy :— - 

Bann. MS. Pink. Edit. 



Thus, throw the diftis so deir. 
Alone, but fallow or feir, 
I raikit till a reweir 

That ryally reird. 



Thus throw the cli/U so clere 
Above, but fallow or fore, 
I fvaikU till a reweir 

That ryallye rered* 



St i 1. 1. 1. ' or rove ;' 1. 3. ' that brym/ and ' above ;' 4. 5, * love was ;' 1. 7- 

' coud hove ;' 1. 12, ' als was blytn.' 
St III. 1. 3, * all mennis ;'t 1- 6, ' maistres ;' 1. 7, ' nedis ;' 1. 10, ' ane uthir.' 
St. IV. 1. 1, ' in that place ;' 1. 2, ' peteous ;'t 1. S, ' sowplit in ;' L 8, ' nycht 

in ane;' 1. 15, ' a gowlyne.'j: 
St. V. 1. 2, ' hedand and ;' 1. 3, ' my face ;'t 1. 4, ' fetherein ;' L 6, ' I walk ;'t 

1. 9, ' the fowlisj'J 1. IS, ' to my deid.' 
St VI* 1. 2, ' skirp me ;' 1. 4, ' a besum ;' 1. 6, ' till accuse in this caus.'(— 

' accuse' has b^n substituted instead of ' agus,' which is the reading in 

Asloan's MS.-*1. 7, ' mak me amendis.' 
St VII. 1. 5, * mansueit and demure;' 1. 6, 'and schand;'^ 1. 10, ' violent of 

vyce.' 
St. VIII. L 1, ' quhen that ;' 1. 3, ' .ave. ;' L 8, ' speciaUie.' 
St iz. 1. 3, ' byssym ;' 1. 6, ' to ask helpe ;' 1. 11, ' mak.* 
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St. X. 1. 2, * bot of Natur ;' 1. 6y ' prophetis oure lerit all the lawe ;' 1. 8, 

' papingo proude.' 
St XII. 1. 1, ' auhat sail ;* 1. 2, ' thir letteris;' 1. 1, ' of kirk.' 
St. XIII. 1. 2^ ' Phesandis ;% 1- ^> ' presentit tham ;' 1. 12^ ' ding.' 
St. XY. 1. Sy ' chertouris ;' 1. 4> ' clethis of hair ;' 1. 5> ' at all houris.' 
St. XYi. I. 1, ' enterit that bure ;' 1. 9> ' & cunnand.' 
St. xvii. 1. 2, ' Drake ;% ^' ** ' correcter of;' L 6, ' men of law ;* 1. 7, ' nich 

ran.'t 
St. xviii. 1. 12, ' a curate. 'J 
St. XIX. 1. 11, ' thar coming.' j: 
St XX. 1. S, ' the foull.' J 

St. XXI. 1. 2> ' sen thai the richt it 1- ^> ' the mater, the maner.' 
St. XXII. 1. 2, ' and syne to the.' The two last words are wanting in Asloan's 

MS.— 1. 10, ' that Spirituale.' 
St. XXIII. 1. 1, ' heir tauld.' 
St XXIV. 1. 2, ' hufe thai ;' 1. 7, ' till thai.' 

St. XXV. 1. 4, ' secound ;' 1. 6, ' percying the ;' j: 1. 9> ' fenn3rt on fold.' 
St XXVI. 1. 3, ' of mycht;' 1. 5, ' Spark Hallos; 1. 8, ' circulit with.' 
St. XXVII. 1. I, ' be conscience;' 1. 2, ' dene gold;' 1. S, ^ plant till;' 1. 6, 

' the gem and rubyis inrold.' 
St XXVIII. 1. 1, ' secound;' 1. 13, ' that blenkit.':]: 

St XXIX. 1. 4, ' ryell of array ;' 1. 6 and 7> these two lines are entirely omit- 
ted in Asloan's MS. 
St. XXXI. 1. 3, * in distres ;' 1. 12, the second ' O' does not oocur in Bann. 

MS. 
St XXXII. 1. 2, ' ticht to;' 1. 9, ' full gay;' 1. 12, ' se schdd.' 
St. XXXIII. 1. 5, ' it wer lere for to tell.' 

St. XXXV. 1. 1, ' to rayk ;' 1. 6, ' thay the gre ;'t 1. 10, ' all thir.'J 
St XXXVI. 1. 3, ' no way.' 
St XXXVII. 1. 4, ' orisons.']: 

St. XXXVIII. 1. 5, ' than in ;' 1. 7, * and blicht ;' 1. 10, ' as thow wont.'J 
St. XXXIX. 1. 1, ' or with fays be ;'X 1* ^> ' thus fell ;' 1. 11, ' deidis he did.' 
St XL. 1. 2, * set on the ;' 1. 4, ' slane in ficht ;' 1. 5, ^ relevit was ;' 1. 6, ' ane 

wycht;' 1. 7, ' mony a sad;':^ 1. 13, ' in this.' 
St XLI. 1. 2, ' fdl of;' 1. 6, ' the pretius knycht that was in pane thore;' 

1. ly * deid doun adewe ;' 1. 10, ' bureit thair.' 
St xLii. 1* 7, ' galiard grome ;' 1. Q, * reskewand agane the.' 
St. XLiv. 1. 3, ' caus the King ;' 1. 5, of weir ;' 1. 6, ' soueranis ;'| 1. 7> ' his capi- 

tanis.' 
St XLv. L 5, ' of Saxonis ;' 1. 1, ' thocht I thame hale knewe ;' j: 1. 8, ' suld 

occupy us all ;' 1. 9, ' referring.'^ 
St XL VI. L 4, ' trewly to tend ;' 1. 6, ' quarterly, that ;' 1. 8, ' quhilk oft was 

fayn.'| 
St. XL VII. 1. 7, ' changit so.' 
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St. XLviii. 1. 1, ' AIs hjeast;' 1. 3> Mn a port ;' 1. 5, ' the rouch busteous 

bair ;' 1. 7, ' saw I nerair ;t L 8^ ' wechis ;' 1. 10> ' so feidfull.' 
St. xiiix. 1. 1^ ' the tend ;' 1. 4^ ' in feir landis ;' 1. 6, ' off his ;' 1. 8> ' to my 

mater/ 
St L. 1. 1^ ' Merlionis / 1. 4f, * subject men ; 1. 5, ' cryand pew6 ;' 1. 6^ 'as 

pairt of;' h 13, * that wrctchit dwerch was.' J 
St. LI. 1. 6, ' quha richtly recordis ;' 1. 9f * the prelatis ;' 1. 10^ ' thame wysalie.' 
St. Lii. 1. 12, ' wes the arra8.':t 
St Liii. 1. 7> ' cardinalis all.' 
St Liv. 1. 1, ' as are ;' 1. 9, ' but les.' 
St LY. 1. 3, ' sawouris sawoe ;t !• 4, 'of force ;'X 1* 5, * mane metis ;' 1. 8, 

' welth and worschip.* 
St. Lvi. 1. 1, * in ane ;'t 1. 5, ' and salue-'j: 
St. Lvii. 1. 1, ' bod wird ;' I. 3, ' altare ;' 1. IS, ' fra feindis.' 
St Lviii. 1. 12, ' flece of.' 
St Lix. 1. 1, ' thai lofe ;' 1. 7, ' the cithill;' 1. 8, ' dulset and ;' 1. 11, ' Por- 

tatisis ;' 1. 12, * Symbadanis.' 
St. LX. 1. 1, ' a schour ;' 1. 4, ' with cantelis ;' 1. 13, ' a man. 
St LXi. 1. 2, * Corncraik ;' 1. 3, ' poyndit ;' * prynd&ld ;' 1. 4, ' becaus thai ;' 

1. 9, ' jupceis.' 
St Lxii. 1. 3, ' dynydeach ;' 1. 4, ' ryve ;' 1. 5, ' Misch makmory ach mach 

mountir ;' 1. 8« ' are the,' and ' the Erchrye.' 
St. LXiii. 1. 5, * barde wox ;' 1. 8, ' as tratour ;' 1. 9, * rywe ;' 1. 10, ' than the 

dene rurale worth reid.' 
St LXiv. 1. 2, ' the Tuquheit ;' 1. 5, ' fylit him.' 

St Lxv. 1. 3, ' fra his hcid ;' 1. 9, • lycht in lyne ;' 1. 12, * kissit Byne.'t 
St Lxvi. 1. 1, ' athillis ;' 1. 9, * present to.' 
St Lxvii. 1. 2, ' that kennit;' J !• 8, ' penitent' 
St LXTiii. 1. 4, ' to reasoun ;' 1. 8, ' or I mair ;' 1. 11, ' haue pete.' 
St. Lxix. I. 2, * lent the;' 1. 4, * federein ;' 1. 5, ' and gane ;' 1. 7, ' was the ;' 

1. 12, ' fro Byron.' 
St Lxx. 1. 7, ' with the Pap« ;' 1. 12, ' rebaleis.' 
St Lxxi. 1. 2, ' consignage / 1. 3, ' fetherein ;' 1. 8, ' vidit ;' 1. 13, ' so hau- 

tane.' 
St. Lxxii. 1. 1, ' impertinax ;' 1. 4, ' that with that lady allyt ;' I. 8, ' hau- 

tane.' 
St Lxxiii. 1. 4, ' till thy self j'J 1. 8, ' and schortly ;'t 1. 9, ' and to ;' 1. 11, 

' and gane.' 
St. Lxxrv. 1. 4, ' bailfuUy ;' 1. 8, ' and sorowit ;' 1. 10, ' bysym.' 
St Lxxv. 1. 1, ' wretch wayest ;* 1. 2, * in will ;' 1. 5, ' was of hcwit ;' 1. 7, ' the 

lathest ;'t 1. 8, ' mek zour ;' 1. 9, ' prelettis of pryde.:^ Asloane's MS. has 

* prencis^' or ' princis,' repeated. 
St Lxxvi. 1. 3, ' daithis, thi cost;' 1. 7> * hafles ;' 1. 11, ' thy gret' 
St Lxxvii. 1. 4, ' Tcrway j* 1. 6, ' gif lak ;' 1. 12, ' thus in.' 
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In the aboTe list^ I hare put a mark ( j:) to such of the readings as seem to 
be preferable to those in Asloan's manuscript^ although they hare not been 
adopted. Notwithstanding all the vigilance made use of to make the text as 
accurate as possible^ the following errata require to be corrected. If any others 
should hare likewise escaped^ I flatter myself that they are not of much im- 
portance. 

St. zvi. 1. 5, * Thai war/ read ' Thai mak.'— St. xxii. 1. 6. ' Emperour ;' this 
word^ which is contracted in the MS. in this^ and in one or two other places^ 
should hare been printed ' Empriour.' — St. xxxiv. 1. 8^ ' Estate^ read 
' Estatis.'— St, XLV. 1. 7, ' That thai/ read ' Thocht I thaim.'— St 46, 1. 
8, ' Aft/ read ' Oft / 1. 9, * Armis, read ' Armes.'— St XLvii. 1. 9, ' bowit/ 
dele the inverted commas. 



St. I. In the myddis of May.— Beyond all question, the most extensive and 
singular specimen of alliterative composition in the English language, is the 
Visions of Piers Plomtnan, which Fame has ascribed to Robert Langland, who 
flourished about the year 1S70, and who, by the bye, is claimed as a native of 
Scotland, by David Buchanan, one of oiu* olaer biographical writers, in his un- 
published treatise De Scriptorihus Scotia: iUustribus* Much curious informa- 
tion concerning alliterative verse is contained in the preface to the splendid 
edition of the Visions, by the late Dr Whittaker. But I need not enlarge on 
a subject on which so much has been said ; nor attempt to point out the mo- 
tives which led authors, at successive and different tunes, to adopt this fiar 
Fourite practice of bringing together, (in the words of Sir Philip Sidney,) 
'* Rimes Running in Rattling Romes." 

In reference to the alliterative style of the Howlat, Mr George Chalmers, 
in the preface to his elaborate edition of Sir David Lyndsay's Works, says, 
" If it be inquired, by what artifices of composition the poets of these times 
sacrificed common sense to far-fetched conceits, they will be found in two 
sources ; their desire of alliteration, and their passion for antiquated phraseo- 
logy. In obtaining the first object, they searoied for words having the same 
prefixes, without any analogy of sense ; and in quest of the last, they went be- 
yond the old English, into the Anglo-Saxon speech, as they found it in vulgar 
use. Theif thus sacrificed sense to sound, and facility to Jacture,""^^ ot so, 
however, according to Holofemes, in Love's Labour's Liost ; who^ in his *^ ex- 
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temporal epitaph" on the " Death of the Deer/' says^ " I will something affect 
the letter, (that is, I will practise alliteration ; ana, gentle reader, pray mark 
the reason) — ^for ii arguesjacUity," 

St. v.— >The complaint of this melancholy hird, as Mr Alexander Thomson, 
in his MS. remarks on this poem, has observed, is not like that of the Owl in 
Gray's Elegy, complaining to the moon 

" Of such as, wand'ring near her secret bower. 
Molest her ancient solitary reign"-* 

But rather resembles that of Shakespeare's Richard, when descanting on his 
own deformity. 

St. XIII.-XIX. — In these stanzas, the different birds belonging to the State 
Temporal, with their several dignities, are minutely described ** Some inee- 
nuity,"a8 SirWalter Scott, in a MS. note, observes, '* is displayed in selecting Uie 
points of connection betwixt the particular species of biras, and the ranks and 
orders assisned to each. The. author has anticipated Dryden, who describes 
the Cathohc clergy, on account of their early and vigilant church service, 
under character of ' the bird which warned Saint Peter of his fiedl'— -lor HoUand 
informs us, 

' The Cok in his der cap that crawis and ajiB^ 
Was chosyn Chantor.' 

The mendicant friars are slily described under the guise of 

* Crying Crawis and Cais that cravis the com.' 

—The solitary Heron is a contemplative Chartreux. Extensive notes," Sir 
Walter adds, *' might be written on this piut of the poem ;" which, however, 
the editor will not at present attempt. 

St. XIX. 1. 4, ' Sejomle and teidfonle' — Chaucer also speaks of ^' Water- 
foulis" and *^ Seed-foulis" — In his poem, the ** Assemblie of FouUs," ail the 
birds are gathered before the '' noble Goddesse, Nature, on St. Valentine's Day, 
to choose their makes ;" but before proceeding to mention their names, the poet 
separates them in the following manner :— 

'^ This noble Empresse, full of all grace. 
Bad every foule take her own place. 
As they were wont alway, fro yere to yere. 
On Sanct Valentine's day, standen here. 

That is to saie, the foules of rauine 

Were highest set, and tlien the foules smale 

That eaten^ as that Nature would endine 
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As worme or thing, of wliich I tell no tale 
But water foule, sate lowest in the dale ; 
And foules that liueth by sede, sat on the grene. 
And that so many, that wonder was to sens." 

St. zxvii.-— The armorial bearines described in this and some of the follow- 
ing stanzas, might receive some illustration from the Register of Armes, by 
Sir David Lyndsay of the Mount, lately published from the original manu- 
script. The description of the arms of the *^ Empriour of Almane," by our 
author, corresponds to those of the ^' Empriour of Rome/' by the Lord Lyon 
King at Arms, who has in the same manner blazoned the armorial bearings 
of the Earl of Douglas ; of Douglas, Earl of Murray ; and of Douglas, Earl of 
Ormond ; but with some differens, which it is unnecessary in this place to be 
at the trouble of pointing out. 

St. XXIX.— As descriptive of the Royal Arms of Scotland, I may copy a 
passage from a small tractat of the Scots Original, preserved in Asloan's ma- 
nuscnpt, which the reader may compare with the corresponding passage in 
Fordun. — Scotickronicon, Vol. I. p. 47- 

. '* Then the Kinsis son, callit to name Fergus Ferherd, gadderit gret power 
of Scottis men, and come out our Scotland maior, or Ireland, in less Scotland, 
and tuke the crowne of it, and was our first king, and brocht the armes of 
Scotland. The quhilkis remaynis zit — ane Red rampand Lyoun, in a scheld 
of gold; viz. 

Albion in terris rex primus genuine Scotis 
Illorum turmis rubri tulit arma leonis, 
Fergusius fulvo Ferherd rugientis in aruo* 
Liliger ille leo roeidus nunc pingiter auro 
Chnstum tercentis terdenes prefiiit annis.**— 'JFb^ 9^. 

The following extract presents the subject in a more ludicrous point of view, 
being indeed taken from one of those exaggerated satirical accounts of our 
country, in which the English peoj^e, even to a later period than the times 
of Swirt or of Churchill, seem to have delighted themselves, as affording them 
a vent to their national antipathy. " The arms of the kingdom was ancient- 
ly a Red Lyon Rampant in a field of gold ; but An. Dom. 7B7, they had the 
augmentation of the double tressure, for assisting the French King ; but his 
Majesties arms in Scotland is a mere Hysteron Proteron — the pride of the 
people being such, as to place the Soots arms in the dexter quarter of the escut- 
cheon, and make the unicorn the dexter supporter, with the thistle at his heel, 
with a suitable motto—' Nemo me impune lacesset,' true enough ; whoever 
deals with them, shall be sure to smart for't : The thistle was wisely placed 
there, partly to shew the fertility of the country — Nature alone proaucing 
plenty of these gay flowers — and partly as an emblem of the people ; the top 
thereof having some colour of a flower, but the bulk and substance of it is only 
sharp and poysonous pricks."— 2I Modern Account of Scotland, 1679> 4to, p. 3. 
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St. xxix.-~The latter lines of this stanza are rery curious, and hare been 
considered as aprophetick enunciation of the Union of the crowns of Scotland 
and England, aboiit a oentory and a half before that event was accomplished 
in the person of James VI. A curious prediction of this kind is detailed in 
Bi^op Spotiswood's Historj. 

St. XXX.— The history of the Douglasses, during the time of our author, 
offers much curious and important matter of enquiry, had this been a suitable 
place for entering on the subject The fiite of William, Eighth Earl of Dou- 
glas, has been alluded to in the preface. His brother and successor, James, 
after the discomfiture at Arkinholm, in 1455, and the forfeiture of his title and 
estates, (Acta Pari. toL II. p. 4£ and 75,) which immediately followed, retired 
to England, where he long lived in retirement, without any nirther attempt to 
disturb the publick tranquillity. At length, however, in the year 1483, he was 
induced to make an excursion into his native land, when he was taken pri- 
soner, and sentenced by James the Third to be confined in the Abbey of Lin- 
dores— -a&te which he met with great resignation ; observing, *'He thai may no 
better be, must be a Monk.'* He entered in holy orders — having, ^s it is said, 
been brought up in his youth with a view fjo church preferment — and died 
there, 15th April, 1488. His epitaph may be seen in Cratv/ureTs Peerage, 

p. 59. 

St. XXX. 1. 5. — Bellenden, in his translation of Hector Boece's Croniklis, 
uses the same term of commendation, when speaking of ^' the iUuster surname 
of Dowelas, quhilkis," he says, '^ war erir the sidcer targe and weirtval of 
Scotland aganis Inglismen ; and wan many landis be thair singular manheid 
and vassalage ;" he afterwards adds, that " sen that surname was put down, 
Scotland has done few vailyhent dedis in England.''— ^/o/l CCx. Godscroft re- 
peats these words whilst vindicating that family from the charges usually made 
against them : — ^^'Truely," he says, " if we shall speake without partiality, their 
greatnesse was so usefull to tneir king and country, that Hector jBoetius 
stickes not to say, the Douglasses were ever the sure buckler and warre-wall 
of Scotland, and wonne many lands by their singular manhood and vassalaces ; 
for they decored this realme with many noMe acts, and by the glory of uieir 
martiall deeds."— p. 207* 

St. xxxii.^rlf we reject the notion of the poem containing a satire on King 
James II., it might the more readily admit of a doubt, whether it was not 
written prerious to the death of Earl William, in 1452, since the manner in 
which the then Earl of Douglas is spoken of, seems to be equally applicable td 
either of the brothers. The probability, however, is in hxovtr of what is else- 
where stated at sufficient length : otherwise the author most assuredly would 
not have limited the green»tree of Doudas to four branches ; and it would have 
been a most inexcusable oversight in If olland, when describtne the members 
of that £unily, to which he appear to have been so much attadied, and men- 
tioning the younger brothers so particularly, had he passed over in silence the 
second brother, and the presumptive heir of successioB to the earldom. 
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St. XXXV.-XLI.— 'In some respects^ Holland, in the Episode contained in 
these stanzas concerning the ^ ^d Schir James,' or, as he is sometimes called, 
' the Black Douglas,' has greatly exceeded his illustrious predecessor, the Arch- 
deacon of Aberdeen, with whose metrical history of the Bruce, he was eyidently 
acquainted. SeTend lines might be quoted, with which there is too dose a si- 
milarity to suppose it to have been merely accidental. On this subject, Wyn- 
town, tne Prior of LochleFin^ is remarkably concise ; contenting himself with 
referring his readers to Barbour* There was no great loss sustained, proba- 
f bly, in his so doing; as it is not likely that he would have added anythme to 

\ the interest of his predecessor's narrative. After telling us, that in 1320, King 

f Robert lay in kms sicknes in Cai'dross, and that his body was interred in the 

Kirk of Dunfermline, he merely adds, 

'^ And gud Jamys of Dowglas 
His Hart tuk, as fyrst orderyd was 
For to here in the Holy Land. 
How that that wes tene on hand. 
Well purportis Browsys buk, 
Quhay will tharof the matere luke." 

St. XLiii. — Since writing the preface, I observe that " Archibaldus Mora* 
viae Comes," appears as one of the witnesses to a publick deed, 28th June, 1445. 
— (^Acta Pari. vol. H. p. 59^) The earliest mention of him under that title, 
which I had then discovered, was in the curious paper, of date, 25th August, 
1447, printed by Hay of Drumboote, (in his Vindication of Elizabeth More ; 
£din. 1723, 4to, p. 65, &c.) determining the priority of birth in favour of James, 
over Archibald, who, it appears, were twin-brothers ; in which Sir James is de- 
signated as '* of Heriotmuir ;" and his brother is expressly called '' Archibald of 
Douglas, Erie of Murrawe." The succession was thus amicably adjusted, in the 
event that, '' gif it sail happen the said [^Williaml Lord Erie, to decesse with- 
outyn ayrs of his body lauchfiillie to be gottin." — The name of Archibald, Earl 
of Murray, is again mentioned, in 1449, as one of the conservators of a truce 
with England.— (i2^mm Foedera, XI. 253, &c) But the former deed is suf- 
ficient to shew that the marriage was celebrated as early as 1445. From Gods- 
croft we leam that it was subsequent to the death of tne Earl of Murray, the 
father of the lady. There is usually a sad want of dates in ascertaining such 
minute points of history. 

St. XLiv.— ^The name of the Earl of Ormond occurs likewise among the 
witnesses in the deed above referred to, in June 1445. The title therefore must 
have been conferred on him not long after his brother, the Earl of Douglas, 
had gained the ascendancy in matters of state, 

St. xLiy. 1. 3, ^ And rickt so did Ikeferd. — On the margin of Bannatyne*s 
MS., opposite these words, is affixed tne name of " Lord Balveny ;" younger 
brother, as here described, of the Douglasses. 
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St. Lix.— Lord Halles^ who speaks of the Howlat as a verbose work^ adds, 
that it must have merit with antiquaries^ from the stanzas describing " the 

Sndis of instruments, the sportaris, (jugglers,) the Irish bard, and the fiilis." 
any of the musical instruments here mentioned, are likewise named by Gawin 
Douglas^ in his Palice of Honour. His words are, 

'' In modulatioim hard I play and sin^ 
Faburdoun, priksang, discant, countering. 
Cant organe, figuratioun, and gemmell ; 
On croud, lute, harp, with mony gudlie spring ; 
Schahnes, clariounes, pdrtatiues, hard I ring, 
Monycord, organe, tympane, and cymbell, 
SythoU, psalterie, and voices sweet as bell," &c. 

Edit. Edin. 1579, p. 14?. 

St. LX.-LXI. — The wonderful exploits of the juggler here described may re- 
mind some readers of the curious stanza, in Douglas's Palice of Honour, of 
a similar nature ; where the author says, 

'' The Nigromansie thair saw I eik anone. 
Of Benytas, Bonso, and Freir Bacone, 
With mony subtili point of Juglairy ; 
Of Flanders peis maid mony precious stone, 
Ane greit laid sadill of a sichmg bone. 
Of ane nutemug thay maid a Monk in hy, 
Ane paroche kirk of ane penny pye : 
And JBenytas of ane mussill maid an aip. 
With mony uther subtili mow and jaip." 

Edit. Edin. 1 579, p. 56, 

St. xLii.-"'' One is naturally arrested by the character of the Irish Bard, 
who breaks in at the banquet like a sturdy beggar, reciting in alternate lines 
the Irish gibberish by which he proposed to deserve entertainment ; and ex- 
pressing in Endish his coarse and unmannerly wants and demands. The jar- 
eon he speaks is too much corrupted, I fear, to be intelligible." — Manuscript 
Note hy Sir W, Scott. 

If such was the usual conduct of the strolling bards in those days, we need 
not be much surprised in finding them classed with somaris, sturdy beggars, 
and other misterfuU men, who were denounced as vagrants, and proceeded 
against accordingly. There is an Act of Parliament in the year 1449^ against 
bardis, or " ony that makis thaimfuUs that ar nocht bardis, or sic lik vtheris 
rynaris aboute. — {Acta Pari Vol. II. p. 36.) 

In this stanza, as the writer of the manuscript critique ou the poem has ol>- 
sen'ed, '* there are some lines wholly Irish, which have as uncouth and forbid- 

B 
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ding an appearance^ as the scene in the Punic or Carthaginian language, which 
Plautus has inserted in one of his comedies. — (^Poemdus, Act. f. Sc 1.)" 

St LZLiv.— '' The order of the entertainment is given very correctly ; and 
may he considered as a picturesque delineation of a banquet of the period. 
There is first a religious hymn to the Virgin ; then a vocal and instrumental 
concert ; then the deceptions and tridcs of a juggler or conjuror ; then the in- 
trusion of the Irish bard, with behaviour as rude as his dialect — ^his combat 
with the two professed fools— and the fight of the two fools or jesters with 
each other — all of which were amusements peculiar to the period. In paint- 
ings of the older schools, we offcen see such strange associations as persons of 
quality feasting at the high dais, while beggars attend in the porch, and dwarft 
and jesters are gamboling or fighting on the floor."— ilfaittMcnp^ Note by Sir 
W. Scott. 

St. Lxriii.— '^ If nothing more were meant by the Owl, than the bird com- 
monly so called, I should scarcely think the improvement of his fonq, what the 
critics call a Dignus Vindice Nodus, a cause of sufficient importance to war- 
rant the introduction of such a PfX>sopopceia as Nature."— -3fam»crtp< Critique, 
&C. p. 12. 

St Lxzvi. 1. 9. — In a note to the preface, (p. 2,) the fedse reading of thy 
CROWNB in Pinkerton's edition is taken notice of ; as on these words part of the 
strenfi;th of his argument is founded. But except in one other instance, I have 
not thought it necessary to trouble either the reader or myself in pointing out 
the errors which have crept into that edition of the Howlat ; wnich, indeed, 
without any sort of exaggeration, mieht perhaps be termed the most inaccu- 
rate copy of any old Scotish poem which has in our days been submitted to the 
publick. The blame, however, (it is but just to remark,) does not rest with 
the editor, who, in this, as well as in other instances, was obliged to trust to 
persons who were not very competent to the task. 

In the conclusion to the preface, a curious passa^ in Blind Harry's Wallace, 
alludinff to the Howlat, is jziven ; and it is rather smffular, that the comparison 
which 18 there made use of, should have been adopted from so fabulous a writer 
by our old historian, John Major, whose words again have been re-echoed by 
subsequent writers. — Hisioria, etc, Paris, 1521, k>1. lxxi. , 
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